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IN THIS ISSUE || CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
- The pleasure of watching trees change colour in autumn and scuffing through
T Ehalr;rllan\ZReport ) mounds of dead leaves, always had the edge taken off by the thought of cold dark
(R bening days ahead. Spring was my time of year, and still is. The crocuses and daffodils w
" planted last year are now in bloom, and the benefits from the efforts of our
9 Langley Park Coppice : : .
volunteer rangers in Park Style garden, will soon be apparent. During last year we
i Calendar Photos . :
y cut back much of our | aurels in the P n |
T Camelias resting on them, and so, like the plants, we are preparing for another year of
9 Volunteer Centre
growth.
9 Conservation Work on1tApr i l the childrends play area wil/| be opepne

9 Thursday Volunteers

9 News from your Editor

on the slide and swings, dignity, embarrassment, and bylaws, decree otherwise. Therefore our efforts
are now directed at giving you; our members; a greater choice of activities and events more suitable
for a mature demeanour. Events led by the Friends of Langley Park will be restricted to members
only, and will mostly be free. A full programme of these events will soon be listed on our web site,
and a printed version will be available on request, or for collection from the kiosk in Langley Park.

Events held inside the restored volunteer centre will be subject to prior booking because capacity is
restricted to a maximum of 25 people and therefore offered on a first come first served basis. One of
our new events will be a regular social afternoon, the first of which is on Monday 2™ April at 2.00 p.m.
in the volunteer centre where you can find out more about our plans, over a cup of tea and biccies.

John Watson

New Play Garden Opening in Langley Park
Sunday 1st April 2012
Followed with a fortnight of fun
and entertainment for all the family

Families are being encouraged to come and visit the exciting new Play Garden in Langley Park which wil|

open on Sunday 1% April 2012. The area will cater for young children, linking natural play with traditional. GSWG“NSW"GW Leaflet
It will feature timber play houses,

further information about the new play garden, please visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/countryparks or email
countryparks@buckscc.gov.uk The 2012 events programme for all the parks is now available to pick up
from the Langley Park Tea Room and the Black Park Café and Visitor Centre.

swings, slides, tunnels and mounds, and lots more. arenowavailableat

To celebrate the opening of the new Play Garden, Buckinghamshire langleyTea Room,
County Council s Country Parks Tearﬂa@pal-pcaf@ost i

fun and entertainment for al | tthe The
s . . 24 Black Pafk Visitr Centre

rom Sunday 1% April till Sunday 15" April. Entertainment will include
antastic fire juggling and sword swallowing performances, live andthel(ioskbyGoApe
| acoustic music sessions, Easter egg hunts, storytelling sessions,g

ature safari 0s, Den Buil ding
Amersham Brass Band, and lots more!

For a detailed events programme for the Spring Festival and for

Amanda Mulholland,
Access & Interpretation Officer
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ltds that time of year again where t
chain sawing and chipping rhododendrons. This does look very brutal and creates
a real mess but | can assure you this is a positive thing we are doing
Rhododendrons continue to grow year on year, getting taller and wider as they
go, with no regard for the paths and other neighbouring plants. As they grow
taller, less light gets to lower branches and they can die off. There is also more
chance their limbs will break due to the weight. More vigorous rhododendrons
can often engulf smaller, slower growing varieties and can completely shade them
out, which will kill them off (survival of the fittest). So, the reason we cut them
back so severely is to take an ageing rhododendron and give it a new lease of life.
If we all knew that we could cut ourselves down to the knees and we would grow
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back looking healthy and vigorous, we would all do it.

The coppice was very worrying the first couple of years, as we had no confidence whether they would
come back or not, and how long it would take them to flower again. The work was carried out under the

advice of Ivor Stokes, who is an expert in rhododendrons and their management. This is now the fourth
year of the five year plan and we have three previous years of success. We have found that within 18§
months of them being coppiced they can flower and can put on over a meter of growth. This also does
feel like a strange time of year to coppice them as they are just about to flower, but the end of winter is

the best time as the sap is starting to rise and this will reduce the amount of die
back.

This year we have coppiced the rhododendrons slightly different, rather than
cutting them all to a consistent height we are leaving rhododendrons much taller
when they are in the middles of beds and when they are very thick stemmed as
they dondt bud as well as the small
opened up the beds and has created many gaps. We are planning to plant these
areas this coming autumn, as the coppice creates an ideal opportunity for the

new rhododendrons to get a few years growth under their belts while there is

pl enty of l i ght. So what Il dm trying
but itds the best thing for the rhod
than ever.

Craig Buckley, Langley Park Project Gardener
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Simply Walkers on one of their regular walks around the park.
These are every Monday from 10anfi 11pm and on the 2nd
Sunday in the Month from 11lam, ending with lunch. This is a
great opportunity to meet new people and make new friends

and get exercise at the same time. If you are new to the group
please arrive a little earlier in order to register. Call 01753
571069 for further information.

2013 CALENDAR - PHOTOS

We need your photos for the 2013 Calendar.
Help us to compile a selection of quality
pictures taken in Langley Park, which could

Our two Volunte
Dayséd, t o come
facilities, was very successful, with
the majority of our suggested
ideas being favourable and a few
more suggestions from visitors.

be used in the 2013 calendar.

They need to be landscape format and the image
size should be 137mm x 190mm or 1618x2244
pixels, at 300dpi (dots per inch).

If you would like your photos to be used in our
calendar they can be sent to the Friends of Langley,

We are in the process of putting
together our o]
Langley Parko e
for members only, though you
are more than welcome to join.

The facilities can also be booked

Park, at the Countryside Centre, Black Park Roag
Wexham, Buckinghamshire SL3 6DS or contact us vi
our email at friendsoflangleypark.info@gmail.com.
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Once we have received sufficient photos the
committee will get together and pick out the photos
for our next calendar, which is usually during July.

by other groups for use, but

should be booked through the
Country Parks Office at Black
Park.

As well as the beautiful rhododendrons and
azaleas, Langley Park has rather a good

er

collection of camelias, which have been

flowering since February this year and have
been providing bumble bees with pollen.
Most of them are within the Arboretum, but
there are a few in the Temple Gardens as well




