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We recently held our Annual general meeting, and I thought that it would be a good idea for those of 

you who couldn’t make it, to give a brief synopsis of the proceedings.  You do, after all, pay your 

subscriptions and are therefore entitled to know what occurs on your behalf.  
 

About thirty members attended the meeting, the formal part of which lasted just over forty five minutes.  

We then had refreshments, which were followed by an hour or so in the informative company of Mr Alan 

Greenhalgh, who brought along a retinue of simply delightful and charming falcons and owls, and also an 

impertinent Kookaburra.  
 

Reports were made on the various achievements and actions of the committee, our conservation activities, and our financial situation, all 

generally as follows:- 
 

Two years ago we set ourselves targets on obtaining new members, and increasing our cash reserves.  Since that time our memberships 

have gone from 104 people, to over 220, and our cash at the bank has more than doubled.  This is in spite of spending over £1600 this year 

on 30,000 daffodils for the arboretum and a range of tooling for use on our own project within the Park.  If you want details on our financial 

situation, then please contact us through our web site when we will be pleased to send you the confidential details. 
 

Each year the Committee complete a complex range of activities, which are necessary to ensure continuity of this Organisation.  But with 

only ten of us, the workload is becoming increasingly excessive, and for us to continue with and improve on the services we offer to our 

members, we need some extra help.  If you are therefore willing to join please contact us, you would be most welcome, particularly so if you 

have knowledge of web sites because our present web manager wants to move on to other activities and the rest of us are less proficient 

with computer technology. 
 

We have increased our volunteer days in Langley Park to two per month, held on the first and third Saturdays.  We now also have a social 

afternoon at the new volunteer centre in the park on the first Tuesday in each month starting at 2.00pm, where members meet for a chat or 

informal talks and where tea/coffee/cakes/biscuits are provided free.   Our group led walks and talks in the Park are also free and all of the 

foregoing activities are available to paid up members only.  We want you to know that these have been arranged as part of your 

membership benefits and to show non-members that there are worthwhile advantages in joining us for what is only a modest membership 

fee. 
 

We will be producing a calendar for 2013 on similar lines to last year, but reducing the quantity printed to 250 because in previous years 

there has always been an unsold quantity, and we can put that money to better use elsewhere. 
 

All of the committee were ready to stand for another term and were elected by a number of votes in excess of the required minimum. They 

have all worked tirelessly during the previous two years to achieve the results mentioned above and I therefore see no reason why I 

shouldn’t work them tirelessly again on your behalf during the coming year.  
 

We have no intention of increasing fees this year, but the Newsletter, once printed free through the courtesy of one of the committee, now 

costs us £500 per year to print.   So if you would care to include a small donation with your subscription, it would be gratefully received and 

help us to continue with some of the services we currently supply. 
 

If you didn’t make the meeting it’s a great shame, you missed a wonderful evening with the birds. The Falcons were elegant, the Owls 

knowledgeable and the Kookaburra seemed to do nothing but laugh at my presentation techniques.  

John Watson, Chairman 

 

 
 

Attendance to the AGM was somewhat disappointing, but for those of you 

who didn’t come along on Thursday 10th May, for whatever reason, you 

missed a fabulous and highly interesting talk given by Alan Greenhalgh of First 

Class Falconry.   

Alan who has a great many years experience with hawks and falcons, brought 

along a number of birds, including Harris Hawk, American Kestrel, Peregrine, 

Gyr Falcon, Sunda Scops Owl, and a European Eagle with orange eyes that 

glared at us as she sat on Alan’s hand whilst he talked about her, and although 

not a bird of prey, he also had a Kookaburra, that entertained us with that raucous sound synonymous with 

kookaburras, which filled the room.  At the end of the talk we were given the chance to hold the Gyr Falcon (the largest 

true falcon in the world) and the Kookaburra. 



 
 

 

Our third annual Dog Show takes place on  

Saturday 21st July. 
 

Once again, we have had generous support from local company, Ocean Trailers, 

as well as from several pet food manufacturers, for which we are extremely 

grateful.   
 

Preparations are almost complete, the judges have been booked, trophies 

purchased and just the prizes to pack.   All that’s needed is a nice day, sunny 

would be good, but I’ll settle for dry at least. 
 

Hope to see you all in July. 
 

Margaret Ashmore 

Dog Show Organiser 

 

 

South Bucks District Council’s Chairman’s Community and 
Volunteering Awards 2012 

A number of dedicated volunteers across the local community of South Bucks were recently 

rewarded at the Chairman’s Community and Volunteering Awards evening, which recognised 

the voluntary work that many local people have carried out.  It is estimated that more than 

one million pounds worth of volunteering work is carried out every year in South Bucks alone, 

much of which goes unrecognised. 
 

The Award for the ‘Where there’s a will, there’s a way’ went to our very own Margaret 

Ashmore, who was nominated by The Country Parks Team, Black Park Offices.   Margaret has been a volunteer and a Friend of Langley Park 

Committee Member since 2005.  Her commitment to volunteering in Langley Park in Wexham, South Buckinghamshire has been exceptional 

over the past 6 years and has been increasing year on year.   
 

In 2010 Margaret embarked on the challenge of organising the first ‘Langley Park Dog Show’ which was held on Sunday 25th July 2010.  Her 

commitment to raising the funds in order to hold this event for the community was remarkable.  She hand wrote letters to many companies 

asking for support and was astounded with the result.  Several dog companies donated goodies to give away as prizes, and she also 

managed to raise over £700 from local companies to go towards the running of the event (£500 from Mars in the Community and £200 

from Ocean Trailers).  Sadly Margaret lost her husband, Aubrey Ashmore, during the planning process of this event.  Her strength during 

this time was remarkable and her determination meant that the event was a huge success.  More than 100 dogs were entered into this 

novelty dog show, and from the money raised on the day Margaret donated £50 to Pets as Therapy and £50 to Dogs Trust. 
 

In 2011 Margaret decided to organise a show even bigger and better than the last.  The show took place on Saturday 23rd July and included 

both novelty and pedigree classes for the local dog walking community to enter.  Margaret planned the whole thing from start to finish, 

including getting the Kennel Club license for hosting a pedigree show, recruiting judges, raising sponsorship for the event (£200 from 

Ocean Trailers, plus many in-kind gifts to give away as prizes), publicising the show locally and co-ordinating the event on the day.  More 

than 150 dogs were entered into the show.  As part of the event, Margaret gave local charities the opportunity to have a stall to help raise 

money for various different local charities.  Margaret donated £100 from the event takings to the Bucks and Chilterns Search Dogs. 
 

Her enthusiasm and commitment in establishing the Langley Park Dog Show as a successful annual event for the community has not 

diminished.  The 2012 event on Saturday 21st July is looming.  Letters requesting support to more than 15 local and national dog companies 

have been posted and the 2012 dog show schedule has been written.   
 

The Langley Park Dog Show is fast becoming a highly respected, well-run event for the whole community, helping to raise awareness and 

funds for local dog charities.  This year’s nominated charity to raise funds for is Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. 
 

We hope that you’ll agree that Margaret Ashmore is a remarkable woman and a highly valued volunteer within our local community and we 

would like to say a big “Congratulations” to Margaret for winning this award. 
Amanda Mulholland, Access & Interpretation Officer 

On behalf of the Country Parks Team  



 
 

 
 

We have spent much of our time within the 

Temple Gardens, weeding, pulling bracken and 

clearing brambles and sycamore saplings 

growing up amongst the rhododendron, as 

well as raising the canopies of some of the 

trees and removing some of the dead wood.  If 

not in the Temple Gardens, then we have been 

clearing the ditch opposite the ‘Ha Ha’ just 

past the Mansion gates going round to the 

lake.  
 

As well as digging, cutting and removing, we 

have managed to some planting in the 

arboretum again, this time it has been trees in, 

Acer fremanii “Autumn Blaze” to be precise 

and as you can probably gleen from the name, 

these should be a blaze of orange-red in the 

autumn. 
 

You may also notice that many of us are now 

sporting yellow hi-vis waistcoats.  These have 

recently been purchased in order to promote 

the Friends of Langley Park volunteers. They 

have our logo and “Volunteer” emblazed on 

the back with our website address.    We feel it 

makes us look more professional. 

 
 

 

 

On the 1st May, Ben and I did a bird talk in the volunteer centre at a Friends of Langley Park social meeting.  We spent time talking about the 

65 different bird species that I have seen in the park over the last 2 years.  Two more species can now be added to this list as I have recently 

seen a Common Tern frequenting the park on two different occasions and more excitingly, I spotted a Barn Owl flying through the Park at 

4pm in the afternoon in the field next to the Avenue, heading in the direction of Black Park.   Barn Owls have been seen in the Park before 

but not regularly. This means they must be nesting in the area, maybe a few miles away and occasionally they will be hunting in Langley Park 

or the surrounding area.   The next month or so is a good time to see Barn Owls as they will be hunting throughout most the day trying to 

feed their young.   However, a lot of luck is needed to spot a Barn Owl unless you know where they are nesting and roosting.  When this is 

the case, they become much easier to see as they are creatures of habit and regularly use the same area and routes for hunting.  
 

Myself and a few brave others went on the Dawn Chorus walk on 5th May in the Park, starting at 5am.  Though it is hard getting up that 

early, it was a great opportunity to see the Park as it is turning light and all the birds start singing, which generally begins with the Robins 

and Blackbirds but is soon followed by many others.   We saw Goldcrests in the Temple Gardens, which are very common throughout that 

area.  We then headed down the Vista where we saw Green Woodpeckers, which again are a common sight throughout the Park, due to our 

mixture of woodland and rough grasslands that are full of Ants, a favourite food of Green Woodpeckers.   When we got down to the Lake 

we saw a pair of Shell Ducks, which have recently hatched out five young.   Shell Ducks tend to use Rabbit holes to nest in and there is no 

shortage of these in the Mansion grounds, where they probably nested.   When we got down to the Southern Boundary we heard and saw 

Whitethroats, which are normally found in large Hawthorn hedges.   If you would like to attend a bird walk through Langley Park at a 

more sociable hour I am running one on the 14th July between 10am and 12pm. If you are interested, please call Black Park office to 

book a place. 

Craig Buckley, Langley Park Restoration Project Gardener 

Ladies Wot Volunteer! 



 
 

Anyone that visited the temple gardens over the last 3 months would have been 

treated to a magnificent display of Rhododendrons in flower. The many varieties in 

the gardens provided a lot of different colour, shapes and smells. The good show this 

year was commented on by many who visited the gardens. This was in part due to the 

dry winter and spring that the plants endured. The dryness had put the plants under 

pressure and as a consequence became stressed. The plant is able to sense severe 

environmental conditions and its resources are diverted away from vegetative growth 

and towards reproductive growth before death. This is of course the plants worst case 

scenario but if the drought was to continue it would have been a distinct possibility. 

So by putting on such a good flowering display the plant would hope it was ensuring 

its future. Another plant that flowered well was the azaleas. These very fragrant plants 

complimented the bright colours of the rhododendrons and added to the overall 

display.  
 

The flowering time for rhododendrons is a very important time for us. It provides us 

with an opportunity to accurately identify the species. Ivor Stokes our 

expert rhododendron consultant was able to join us for a couple of 

days in the gardens and he helped identify and label some of the 

rhododendrons. All the positions of the newly identified plants have 

been recorded and will have their name labels put on the plants in the 

near future.   

By Ben Davidson,  

Langley Park Gardener  

SLOW, SLOW, SNAIL, SNAIL, SLOW 
 

How I didn’t step on you I don’t know! 

Crawling in your house across the patio 

Measuring barely one centimetre! 

Sooo little! 
 

Imagine: your skeleton’s in that shell! 

But I guess we carry ours around too, 

though it’s in our body, not separate. 

Amazing! 
 

I lift you, to place you out of harm’s way. 

Instinctively your tiny body retreats 

to safety, back inside your shell, your home. 

Astounding! 
 

One of the slowest creatures on the earth, 

Not fast but moving at a steady pace: 

Garden snails one of the fastest species 

Can you believe? 
 

You move roughly fifty five yards an hour! 

I’m actually surprised it’s that much. 

Categorized as hermaphrodite, 

You cannot 
 

(Unlike slugs) produce offspring on your own. 

You must have the pleasure of mating first. 

Then both of you will be able to lay eggs 

in abundance. 
 

You can hibernate winter or summer 

If you need to because of severe drought, 
Living off stored fat: No wonder you’ve 

been 
Here so long! 

 

Over sixty million years in fact! 
You can’t hear or even see very well. 

Good job you have a keen sense of smell 
That finds food. 

 

So many parts in such a small body, 
I wonder: how does it all fit inside? 

As you have a good homing instinct 
It’s simply 

 

 

Did anyone notice this very pretty, soft 

grey-green flower with it’s bluebell like 

structure, growing in amongst the spent 

daffodils?   There were a few of them.  

Where had they come from?  I can only 

assume that they arrived in with the sacks 

of daffodil bulbs, though I didn’t notice 

anything different to the two species of 

daffs that we planted.  Perhaps someone 

snuck in under cover of darkness and 

planted them! 
 

 Anyway, however they got there, I can 

tell you that they are Ornithogalum 

nutans, or more commonly known as 

“Nodding Star of Bethlehem”.  

Ornithogalum is a genus that has some 

150 species with hardy and tender 

varieties in its group.   This one is hardy 

and naturalises particularly well, 

preferring a wooded environment. 
 

As it doesn’t seem to flower at the same time as the daffodil 

bulbs it would be nice to see it flourish and naturalise and will 

give us something else to look at. 

 
 

 

Because we are affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society, they are allowing any of our 

members, who are not already members of the R.H.S., to purchase a membership for the 

coming year at a reduced rate.   An individual membership is available at £35.70 and a joint 

membership at £51.10. There will also be a £5.00 shop/plant centre voucher included.  
 

Anyone interested in taking advantage of this offer should contact Mrs Amanda Mulholland 

on 01753 571069, or by email at  amulholland@buckscc.gov.uk. Amanda will answer any 

questions you may have and will send you an application form. This form comes in three parts 

all of which must be returned to Amanda to have our society name, affiliation number, and 

promotional code added.  One copy will then be returned to you, which will act as your 

temporary RHS membership card until the proper card arrives, which should be within 28 days.   

Payments must be made by Direct Debit. 

mailto:amulholland@buckscc.gov.uk

