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We would like to welcome the following new member to the Friends of Langley Park: Jenny Haynes.  

Thank you for your support and we hope you will take full advantage of your membership. 

 

 

 

Spring is the time of year for hope and renewal, to look forward to warmer, sunnier days, with flowers in 

the gardens and the Park.  The daffodils in the arboretum are already looking very good, and our plantings 

of flowering shrubs there will ensure colour and interest into early and late summer.  We have agreed to 

finance additional rhododendrons for the Temple Garden, to replace some of those lost over the years, 

and these will be planted later this year to help ensure Langley’s place as one of the top rhododendron 

gardens in the Country.  
 

This is the last occasion that I will write one of these reports on our activities and plans for the future, and although they have not always 

been easy to write, I hope that you have found them easy to read as well as informative.  One of my personal pleasures has been in 

knowing that you all read them and that I have had some contact with you if only in words.  During the last three years I have tried to 

make the infrequent meetings of our members, the Annual General Meetings and, more recently, the social afternoons, sufficiently 

interesting to tempt you all along.  I realise that distance and other commitments often make it impossible but I hope that this year as 

many members as are able, will find the time to attend our Annual General Meeting on 9th May, my last chance to say “Hello” and also 

“Goodbye”.  If you are unable to attend then accept my sincere thanks for your support of the Friends of Langley Park, and if  you have 

found the results of our efforts acceptable please continue with that support.  You will all be notified by letter of the date, time, and 

venue, of the A.G.M. and I look forward to meeting you there. 

John Watson 

 

 

After the Christmas festivities, the Friends of Langley 

Park once again gathered at the Volunteers Hut.  Cold as 

it was members met and enjoyed a natter over a hot 

drink.   Kay Wathan organised a game of ‘BEETLE’. The 

game progressed, tension filled the air, and false cries of 

‘BEETLE’ rang through the hut. Several rounds were 

played and the winners of each round moved to the right, whilst the losers 

moved to the left until we had a winner.   It was Howard Turney who 

triumphed with a score of 47, making him the overall winner. 
 

Sadly the February Social afternoon was cancelled. The generator had 

broken down and has now been sent for repair.    
 

However, in between times please think about what you would like to do on 

our social afternoons.  Perhaps you would like to share with us something 

you have experienced: your hobby,  a life time achievement or ambitions.   

Make a note of any ideas and being them along next time we meet.   We 

can talk about them over tea and cake. 

Eugenie Pattison 

 

 

Whilst driving up the Avenue 

in the Park a couple of weeks 

ago, Ben and I noticed an 

Egyptian goose fly out of an 

old oak tree onto the floor to 

join its mate.    
 

We stopped to have a look, as 

it’s not often we see these geese flying out of trees.  When 

we looked closer, a little black and white gosling fell to the 

floor next to the mother goose, closely followed by not 

one or two, but three more goslings.  Each bounced as 

they hit the ground, got to their feet, shook their head and 

made their way back to their mother.   As the family 

headed into the field, a fifth chick fell from the tree.  The 

mother goose called out and the chick duly followed, this 

happened again and again. Eight goslings in total fell out 

the tree within five minutes.    
 

Having watched this scene unfold in front of us, we carried 

on our way.   When we returned we went to check if there 

were any more chicks still in the tree and sure enough we 

could hear cheeping.   I climbed the tree to find one little 

gosling struggling to get out, so I grabbed the chick and 

chucked it to Ben who took it in to the field.   No sooner 

had he got in to the field, the mother ran at him and 

attacked him till he dropped the last chick!   Once 

reunited, the two parents and nine chicks headed off and 

lived happily ever after, hopefully! 
 

Craig Buckley, Langley Park Gardener 

Did you know that the 

straggling annual, Herb 

R o b e r t  ( G e r a n i u m 

robertianum) with its erect 

rather hairy stems, thrives 

in Langley Park?  It is 

common on banks, shady hedgerows and 

woodlands.  The flower is about 12-15mm 

across and up to 30cm high. 
 

Merle Fletcher 



 
 

It’s not often that bad weather conditions enhance the viewing of 

outdoor activities, but that’s what happened in Langley Park last 

year. 
 

For many years a worldwide organisation call “Park Runs” has been 

arranging five kilometre runs throughout Europe, Australia and 

America.  Runners have their own bar coded identity which is used to time all of their performances 

regardless of where and in which country they may run.  Each time is entered on a list on the internet 

and runners can compare their times achieved in each of the races, and against other runners.  One such run is held in Black Park every 

Saturday morning.  The local organiser of these events, Mr Fred Ashford, decided that a change of venue for a limited number of runs, 

would help promote the programme and give the runners a change of scenery.  As a result the first series of three races was held in 

Langley Park two years ago, with one race per month in May, June, and July and has continued since then. 
 

Last year the rain caused the cancellation of the first race, and to ensure that the course, which had become very slippery, was safe to run 

on, the route from the car park, around Langley Park, across George Green field, along the east side of the lake, and back through the 

arboretum to the car park, was changed for the remaining two events.  The new route starts by the car park, goes down the avenue of 

Wellingtonia, back up Verney’s Walk, past the play area to the vista where it turns left to the arboretum.  It returns to the  top of the vista 

and passes the volunteer centre, goes out to the Uxbridge Road and back through Kingswood to the main park entrance.  It then goes 

down the avenue, around the outside of the arboretum to Treale Farm and back up between the Wellingtonias to finish near the car park. 
 

“How does this make for better viewing?” I hear you ask.  Well, if like me your racing days are long gone and you are now more of a 

viewer than a doer, then the answer is that on the days of the races the café in Langley Park remains open until 8.00pm. You can now arm 

yourself with a hot drink and a slice of cake and watch the start. Then, taking a slow and peaceful amble to the play area you will be in 

time to lick cream from your lips as the runners puff by.  Another stroll to the vista and you will see them (now red faced) gasping their 

way across the top of the vista and disappear into Kings Wood.  When the slower runners have passed, you can then return to the car 

park, perhaps collecting another drink on the way – watching runners can be thirsty work – and see them arriving at the finish.  Be sure to 

be back at your car by 8pm. 
 

The faster runners will complete the course in less than 20 minutes, the slower ones perhaps in 40 minutes, but what better way to spend 

a summer evening than relaxing in a beautiful park watching others flog themselves into the ground.  For the more sadistic of you the 

races are all Wednesdays, 15th May, 12th June, and 10th July.   Racing starts at 7.00pm and you really shouldn’t miss them. 
 

John Watson 

 

 
 

Did you know that Jays 

were once the primary 

propagators of oaks 

before humans began planting them 

commercially; because of their habit of taking 

acorns from the umbra of its parent tree and 

burying it undamaged elsewhere. Mammals, 

notably squirrels who tend to hoard acorns 

and other nuts most often, leave them too 

abused to grow in the action of moving or 

storing them. 
 

A member of the corvid family, they still are an 

important natural planter of acorns and it has 

been estimated that a single Jay can plant up 

to 3000 acorns in a month. 
 

The Jay is the more colorful one of its species, 

though being the shyer one you are less likely 

to see it and more likely to hear their loud 

harsh call in the woods, but when food 

supplies are short they will venture into 

gardens. 

 

 
 

If you go down Verney’s Walk, you will notice 

our newly installed bridge.   It has been 

constructed from four 10x10inch oak posts, 

milled from trees from Black Park.  They were 

then carved by local artist, Gina Martin.  Gina 

took inspiration from her surroundings to 

carve a picture on the front of each post.  The 

metal work is made from two 12ft field gates, 

minus the hinges and latch.  We used these to 

keep costs down and they are also in keeping with the rest of the metalwork around the 

Park.   We plan to make more of a feature of the water, creating several tiers and pools.   

We also intend planting some ferns and Skunk Cabbage to go with the Gunnera, that are 

already there.    It is hoped that this will be an interesting feature for years to come. 
 

Craig Buckley, Langley Park Gardener 

LOOK OUT FOR :- 

Woodcocks in the woodland. Usually seen when flushed from its cover, you will notice its long straight bill; two sightings of this bird already 

this year.  Meadow Pipits in the fields, Goldcrests - you may hear their very tiny call as they flit amongst the conifers, Whitethroats often 

along the hedgerows and hawthorn and listen out for the beautiful rich song of the Blackcap, whilst there is no mistaking the sound of the 

Chiffchaff.   Always keep your ears and your eyes open, as you never know what you might see. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quercus_robur#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squirrel


Did you know that Barn Owls suffer particularly 

badly in the cold and the wet weather.   They 

don't have waterproofing in their feathers and 

so don't fly in the rain.  The wind also poses a 

problem as they rely heavily on their hearing for 

hunting. Prolonged rainfall can be deadly to a 

hungry barn owl.    
 

Look out for this beautiful and silent predator as there have 

been recent sightings in Langley Park. 

 
The Country Parks are an ideal location for family parties and group get-togethers. If you would like the convenience of having an indoor 

space for your party within the beautiful surroundings of the Country Parks, why not hire one of our rooms! Each room costs just £75 for 

up to three hours, £100 for up to four hours, and £150 for up to 8 hours. If you would like to find out more and enquire about booking 

one of our rooms, please contact the Country Parks Team on 01753 511 060 or email countryparks@buckscc.gov.uk.  

Black Park Meeting Room 

The Black Park Meeting Room is set within Black Park Country Park, with over 500 acres of woodland and parkland to explore. It is 

situated next to the Visitor Centre and is within short walking distance of the lake and café. 

The room is approx. 6 x 4 metres in size and was refurbished in 2012. There is water and electricity available, with an outdoor picnic area 

immediately outside. A flipchart, white board, projector screen and digital projector are all available for use when hiring this room.  

Langley Park Volunteer Centre 

The Langley Park Volunteer Centre is set within Langley Park Country Park. It is situated about 

five minutes walk from the public car park and Tea Room and is on the open vista on the edge 

of the Temple Gardens.  

The room is approx. 7.5 x 5 metres in size and was refurbished in 2011. The building has an 

accessible toilet and a wood-burning stove to add warmth and atmosphere. An externally-

housed generator can provide electricity if power is required. A flipchart, projector screen and 

digital projector are available for use when hiring this room if required. Surrounding the timber 

building is acres of grassland, woodland and formal gardens, making it a great base for team 

building days, school and group visits, children’s parties and family get-togethers.  
 

Amanda Mulholland,  Access and Interpretation Officer 

 
 

For the last couple of years, a small group of 

trained volunteers have been carrying out bird 

ringing in the Country Parks.   They are 

members of the British Trust for Ornithology 

(BTO) and normally this involves a very early 

start to set up fine nets called mist nets in a 

previously monitored area.  This is done in 

order to capture the smaller birds in flight, 

allowing them to be counted, weighed and 

ringed.  Ringing aims to understand what is 

happening to birds in the places they live and 

how this affects population increases and 

decreases, migration and transitional 

movements in the local and wider areas  The data recorded is accessible 

to all and is a very important part of the biodiversity in our parks, the 

country and the world.  The group is also regularly seen catching and 

monitoring larger birds and waterfowl.  The BTO have been ringing birds 

in Britain and Ireland for over 100 years and they are still discovering 

new facts. 

Andy Stevens, Country Park Ranger 

 
 

Since the last newsletter we have tackled quite a variety of projects on 

our conservation days, in the cold and the snow, arhhh I hear you say. 
 

From cutting back gorse on the vista to clearing an area of 

rhododendron ponticum in the Temple Gardens, which enabled the 

gardeners’ fire site to be re-located to a new area.  We have also pulled 

up the bamboo in various areas within the Arboretum as the roots were getting entangled and encroaching 

on those of the Acers and Azaleas. 
 

Sometimes our work can be a laborious and not very exciting, but they are tasks that need to be done and are a big 

help to the gardeners and rangers.  However, at the beginning of December we undertook a more enjoyable task of 

planting up a host of new shrubs, sourced by myself, with direction from Craig (Langley Park gardener) and Ivor Stokes 

who provided a recommended list.  The shrubs include hydrangea quercifolia, ligustrum japonica, styrax japonica, 

hibiscus bluebird, eucryphias, Koelreuteria paniculata.  These have been planted either side of the north entrance to the 

gardens and will give some lovely summer colour for you to enjoy. 
 

Maureen Stevens 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Barn_Owl


If you know of anyone who is interested in joining the Friends of Langley Park, please pass on the attached Application Form, or 

alternatively, they can go on our website (www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk) print off the form and send it to us c/o Black Park 

Offices, with a cheque or by filling in the on-line form and emailing it to us and pay by credit/debit card via PayPal. 

 
You may think when you see all the timber lying around in the park, 

that it is a sign of neglect or poor management; but it isn’t.   

Decaying wood is a key component of a healthy woodland and is 

part of the life cycle of the tree, from seedling to maturity to old-

age and decay, then returning to the soil.   
 

Ancient trees with missing limbs, hollowed trunks, holes and gaps 

and all the fallen timber, contribute to a highly important habitat 

that supports a wide range of flora and fauna; valuable nesting sites 

for a variety of birds, including owls, woodpeckers, nuthatches and 

treecreepers and roosting sites for bats.  It is a series of changing 

microhabitats and the many different species depend not only on 

the length of time the wood has been rotting, but also on the species of tree that the 

rotting wood was derived from; whether it was in sunshine or shade, whether it was 

still standing or had fallen, or simply in a log pile or on its own, as well as the type of 

organisms previously or currently in residence. 
 

There are more than 1700 different species of invertebrate in Britain and Ireland, which are dependent on decaying wood in order to 

complete their life cycles.  A decline in invertebrates would certainly have a detrimental effect on bird populations.      
 

Sap flowing from injuries to trees is an important source of food for moths and butterflies, whilst beetles, mites and fly larvae will feed on 

the yeasts and other micro-organisms also capitalising on the sap flow.   An oak tree is home to 300 or more species of insect, whilst the 

sycamore, a non-native tree is home to just a handful. 
  

The rotting process is activated by numerous fungi, some of which break down the wood tissues and others which are symbiotic with the 

roots of trees, exchanging nutrients for sugar acquired through photosynthesis.  Each tree species decays in a different way, serving a 

diverse purpose.   Birch rots quickly, for instance, and is contained within the enclosing bark, this wood is then easily excavated by 

woodpeckers nest building.  Ash is another which, having topped the tree, the wood decays by the second spring for the woodpecker to 

excavate a nest.   Oak has a heartwood that is so hard it decays over decades.  They say it takes around 300 years for an oak to reach 

maturity, 300 to live and 300 to die. 
  

Specialist tree surgery techniques on ancient and mature trees can mimic natural breakage, which allows entry points for fungi that further 

stabilise trees by rotting-out the heartwood.  Old trees often benefit from pruning to mimic veteranisation and gradually reduce the size of 

the crown and stabilise the tree and this will also encourage healthy young growth.  Releasing overcrowded mature 

and ancient trees from competition such as rhododendron ponticum and younger more vigorous trees, can also 

prolong life.   Where ancient trees represent a safety risk, they can either be fenced off or a divert pathway to 

safeguard members of the public is put in place as a matter of practice.  This may also remedy compaction around 

the root systems.   Wherever possible, standing dead trees are left in situ; in public areas these trees can be made 

safe by creating ’monoliths’, which have been reduced in height and spread and then left to decay in a standing 

position.  The decay process is slowed down, but these trees can still support many species dependent on decaying 

wood and bridge the age gap whilst younger trees reach veteran status.  
 

So next time you look at the dead wood in our park, think of all the wildlife it is supporting as it slowly rots away.  

There is possibly more life in a dead tree than in a living one. 

Maureen Stevens 

Longhorn Beetle 

Did you know that the ring-

necked parakeet is now the 15th 

most common bird species in 

London. 

So lightly settles the Brimstone butterfly 

Upon the primrose petals 

And so alike in texture and in kin 

It might have been 

The butterfly that stayed 

The flower took wing. 
 

Poet unknown 

(submitted by  

Merle Fletcher)  

Cardinal Beetle 

Did you know that the delicate 

Campanula Rotundifol ia 

(commonly known as the 

Harebell), grows very well in 

Langley Park.  Look out for the 

fragile clusters of pale blue 

nodding flowers out on the vista 

amongst the grasses from July to October.   

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Langley Park Dog Show  

20TH JULY 2013.  
Further information will be in the  

Events Leaflet to be issued shortly.  


