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We would like to welcome the following new member to the Friends of Langley Park: - 

Terry Cantle, Carole Brandon, Gloria Dew and Barbara Connolly 

Thank you for your support and we hope that you take full advantage of your membership  

 
 

I joined the Butterfly Walk led by Wendy Wilson at the end of July, which turned out to be a very interesting and 

informative day, with plenty of sunshine and not much wind - just what butterflies like, and it was lovely to see 

everyone really taking it all in, especially the children.   
 

Wendy brought with her three other Butterfly Conservation group members who recorded the butterflies we saw 

for their records.  This enables them to assess what species are doing well and which ones are in decline.   We 

were fortunate on the day to see 12 different species, plus one day time flying moth, a 6-Spot Burnett, as well as a 

caterpillar of an Elephant Hawk Moth, which I have to say is one of our most colourful moth species.     
 

This Spring, the coldest for 50 years, saw butterfly emergence delayed by around three weeks and the 2012 washout really took its toll on 

them.  But the good news is that the long, hot summer we’ve just had has been a big help, with four times as many butterflies being 

recorded during this year’s Big Butterfly Count than in 2012.  This the first year that I have ever seen a Clouded Yellow Butterfly, although not 

in Langley Park, but it’s a stunner.   
 

I have also enjoyed seeing the areas of long grass in the park, not only does it look lovely 

blowing in the breeze like a golden sea, but it is home to a whole host of wildlife; a mini-

jungle, providing shelter at its base and a place for many invertebrates to breed and feed.  

In turn the insects provide food for birds, bats and many of our mammals, whilst some of 

the smaller insects will be preyed upon by dragonflies, which you may have seen whizzing 

about down the main vista, they really are fantastic aerial hunters.   Long grass is also good 

for small mammals - voles, field mice and shrews, so it is also good hunting ground for 

owls, perhaps you have been lucky enough to see one perched on a fence post.   

Maureen Stevens 

 
 

It is now two years since we refurbished the garden and took 

over the maintenance, so I thought now would be a good 

time to update you on the progress. 
 

Two of the objectives we set ourselves were that we wanted 

all year round interest by using mainly evergreens and that it 

had to be low maintenance and this has been achieved. 
 

The way most of the shrubs have grown and filled out is remarkable.  Having had two very hard winters, I did not appreciate what an exposed 

site it is, so much so that at the end of the first winter we lost one or two shrubs, mostly blue lavenders, which were replaced with white 

flowering ones, and the two cordylines, which died despite being protected. 
 

At the end of last year we lost one or two more, and have replaced them with two very hardy mahonias and two ground cover cotoneasters.   

The shrubs which have thrived well have been the Red Edged Hebes, so more of these have been planted.   I do not now expect to have to 

do much more replacing and now that the dogwoods have established, they will be pruned next Spring to get the coloured stems. 
 

Snowdrops were planted around the Oak tree in Spring 2012, but have not come up as well as I 

expected so I will plant some more next Spring.   
 

We have had one unwanted visitor - a Mole!  Fortunately it has kept its digging to the borders 

and left the grass alone…. 
 

Unfortunately very few people come into the garden because they thing it is privately owned, and 

it is rather remote being in the South East corner of the park, but it can be reached by taking the 

boundary walk, which is actually a rather nice walk.  I hope that having read this you will take the 

time to visit the garden and my thanks go to Brian Luck for his continued help in maintaining the 

garden. 

Jim Gore 



We had plenty of prizes on offer, thanks to our generous 

sponsors:- 

Ocean Trailers 

Petfood UK 

Cobbymeat 

Bob Martin 

Wagg Food 

Burns, 

and how would we have got through the day without Pino 

and his bacon rolls and burgers?  

Winners are of the Pedigree as follows:  

AV Puppy - Buddy (Whippet);  

AV Sporting - Shayla (Afghan Hound);  

AV Non-Sporting - Phoenix (Siberian Husky);  

AV Open - Ranie (Whippet);  

AV Veteran - Lilly(Greyhound); 
 

Best Puppy - Buddy; 

Best in Show - Shayla; 

Reserve Best in Show - Phoenix. 

 

 
This year our Dog Show was held in aid of Hounds For 

Heroes, the organisation which trains assistance dogs for 

injured servicemen and emergency service personnel.    
 

We had 76 dogs entered, a little less than at last years show, 

but this may have been due to the very hot weather on the 

days leading up to the show.  However, it didn’t stop those 

that did attend from having a great day.  All the dogs 

behaved well, and the weather was warm and dry, though 

not quite so hot.  
 

The two judges, James and Jimmi,  did a great job, thanks 

boys.    I also give my thanks to James's Mum, and Danny, 

for stewarding, to Merle who acted as "runner", to Ann and 

Eugenie, both coped very well with the registrations   - 

thank you, Ladies.   A big thank you also to Maureen who 

was our photographer for the day.  A  huge "Thank you" to 

the Country Parks Staff, without their assistance there could 

be not have been a show and especially to Matt Madill who 

helped so much with the planning. 

Margaret Ashmore 

Dog Show Organiser 

Winners of the Novelty Classes:- 

Best Crossbreed - Toffee (Cavalier x Poodle); 

Child Handler - Harrison with Holly (Beagle); 

Crossbreed Veteran - Blaze (Jack Russel X); 

Prettiest Bitch - Rosie (Welsh Springer Spaniel; 

Handsomest Dog -  Barry(Greyhound); 

Waggiest Tail - Jasper (English Springer Spaniel); 

Rescue-Barry; 

Best 6-Legs-Ruby(Rottweiller) 

Dog&Owner Most Alike-Blaze; 

Companion Dog-Solo(Pointer) 
 

Best Novelty -Barry 

Reserve Best Novelty -Ruby.  

Barry the Greyhound 
 

Barry’s owner emailed us 

about his lovely dog. 
 

“Barry, started life as a 

racing greyhound and 

raced all his races at 

Henlow stadium.  He was 

retired from racing in 

September 2012.  He was 

collected from Barley 

Kennels in Waltham 

Abbey on 26th June 

2013.  Now 4 years old 

he is a very affectionate 

boy who loves a fuss and 

to lean against your 

legs”. 

The Country Parks Team 

Barry 

Ruby 

Best Novelty and Reserve Best Novelty 



 
 

In June, John Watson demonstrated three ways of 

measuring a tree.   First, with a twig the length of your 

arm, second with a tape measure and thirdly with a piece 

of paper shaped like a triangle.   The triangle is the 

simplest method - you hold the triangle to your eye and 

move forward or backward until the tree fits inside the 

triangle, measure the distance from the tree to where 

you are standing, then, walk towards the tree counting 

your paces, multiply the two together and you have the 

height of the tree.   In the words of Sergei, "simples".   

This was an enjoyable afternoon for the Friends and had us working in teams of 

two or three people. 
 

In July we played a game of ’Boules’.  This game is traditional in France, Italy, and 

Croatia, most recently to Langley Park.  Jan and Bob Lewington taught us how to 

play.   We were given two boules the size of tennis balls, whilst a smaller one is 

thrown on the ground to aim at, easier said than done.  The bowler aims their 

boule, but only to see it roll in all directions, turn around and roll back.  The ground 

in the park is LUMPY, so when we have a repeat of Boules we know that the 

equipment required is a garden mower, garden roller, and shears etc. 
 

The afternoon in August had been hilarious, as laughter and protests filled the air 

over a game of Quoits.  Protests of ‘I don’t believe it’, ‘you are joking aren’t you’ 

and ‘what do you expect, you are playing against John Watson!’  Enough said.   With a Quoit in one 

hand, a cup tea in the other and a biscuit gripped between the teeth, what more could one ask for!  

You’ve got to laugh, as it sounds just like the ’Mad Hatters Tea Party’ from Alice in Wonderland - Lovely. 
 

Have you visited the Volunteer’s Hut on a Tuesday afternoon yet?  If not we would love to see you.  Well 

we all enjoy a cup of tea and a natter don’t we?   Why don’t you make a date and come and join us, it 

would be nice to see you. 
 

OCTOBER - as yet we haven’t anything specific planned for this month so we may just get the games 

out of Cupboard...hopefully it won’t be too cold yet. 
 

November - Kay has agreed to hold a session on Candle Making.   This was very popular last year. 
 

December -  Christmas food testing (cooking food and bringing it along for tasting).    Ann says she is 

happy to be the official food taster for this one…...especially if it is cakes. 

Eugene  Pattison 

 

 

We have now chosen the 

photographs for the 2014 

calendar and are sending them 

off to the printers.   Once a 

proof has been checked over at 

will be ready to print.   
 

We should have them ready for 

purchasing in November.   An 

email will be sent out, and a 

flyer to those of you who do 

not receive emails, to let you 

know as soon as it is ready to 

pick up from the usual outlets. 
 

This time the photos have been 

taken by a variety of our 

members, we are very pleased 

to be getting them through 

from you all.    

 
 

 

Two Fun Days have been held in Langley Park, both of which we attended 

with our stall.   The August event, which actually should have been in Black 

Park but was relocated due to filming, proved to be the better of the two 

weather wise.    A day of entertainment to amuse children, with The Tom 

Show, Falconry displays, a Punch & Judy Show, Story Telling, Go Ape with 

their Segway taster sessions, and a Bucks Country Parks information stand 

added to a fun packed day for everyone.   Our Friends of Langley Park 

promotion stand, was there to inform the public about ‘who we are’ and ‘what 

we do in the park’.  Our badge making was popular and we sold over a 

hundred badges with children choosing from a selection of pictures to colour 

in and then watch us turn it into a badge for them, (mine’s a Ladybird!).  We 

also sold Bubbles and Kites but I think the mums and dads had more fun with 

the bubbles than the children.  
 

As with previous Fun in the Park events, the Friends assisted the Country Parks 

team with car parking.  As you may all know, one of our objectives is to 

support the Country Parks Team with events such as this one. 
 

Eugenie Pattison 



 

 
At the Friends of Langley Park Social get-together on Tuesday September, in the 

Volunteer Centre, I gave a talk about future and potential developments within 

Langley Park Country Park. 
 

Historically Black Park and Langley Park were part of the same historic estate with 

Black Park once being described as ‘an impenetrable refuge of foxes and deer’.  

Even back in the early days of Langley Park both sites had their individual characters 

with Langley Park being a combination of formal landscapes and open deer park 

with a major design influence by the notable Landscape architect Lancelot 

‘Capability’ Brown.   The grounds were complete with a Mansion House, brewery, stable blocks and Serpentine Lake.  Black Park was and still 

is a very wooded landscape and prior to the dam being built at the Southern end of the Lake, the area was a deluge of wet marsh fed by 

natural springs and a small tributary.  Large areas were also open heathland habitat with the name of ‘Fulmarsh Heath’ given. 
 

During the 1960’s the parks were made more distinct by the construction of the A412 which restricted the ease of passage between the two 

and as time has progressed the ability of Black Park to absorb more visitors, and a wider range of activities 

has resulted in the Park becoming more popular.   It is only recently, since the completion of the Heritage 

Lottery Funded works, that Langley Parks popularity has begun to increase. 
 

The car park income generated from Langley Park is invested back into the Country Parks for their 

continued management and improvement for all. 
 

Since the initial 5 year restoration of Langley Park was completed there have been vast improvements park 

wide, from the restoration of the Serpentine Lake with its Timber edging, which maintains the profile edge 

of the lake, to the Rhododendron collection that has benefitted greatly from the 5 consecutive years of 

coppicing and are now showing the best blooms in 2 decades, plus the addition of a the Jubilee play area 

for our younger visitors, and Café, which is enjoyed by many. 
 

Now that the initial 5 year restoration period as far as the Heritage Lottery fund goes for capital works is 

over, we now have a further 5 years of restoration maintenance by the commitment of the Country Parks 

team to provide 5 lottery funded staff days per week.    We are now looking at other options to assist with 

its future management.    
 

Options we are looking at consist of funding from Project Pinewood as part of their Section 106 agreement for ecological offset work.  What 

this means is that Project Pinewood could potentially provide funding for management for direct ecological benefit as part of their Section 

106 agreement to assist with woodland management and further funding for staffing to implement the work. 
 

Additional to this we will soon be signing up to The English Woodland Grant Scheme 

(EWGS). This will give us the United Kingdom Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS) 

and is a Forestry Commission recognised standard for woodland managed in a 

sustainable way and takes into consideration the ecology of the site, sustainable Timber 

production, tree planting, access improvements and infrastructure.  The Forestry 

Commission will part fund all the management activity we carry out, so would make a 

major financial contribution to our activities and commit us to produce a 20 year 

sustainable management plan for all of our woodland. 
 

One important nugget to mention is that Langley Park is the second most important 

park in the Country for invertebrates associated with Ancient trees.   A notable species 

of beetle has been found here - Pentaphyllus Testaceous in a single oak.   Previously this 

beetle has only ever been found on 8 other single trees in the country- all within Windsor Great Park. 
 

The Veteran trees found within Langley Park are one of its most important assets and EWGS will assist with their continued management 

and preservation and help us to establish the next generation of Veteran trees. 
 

One long term vision we have for Langley Park is to reinstate grazing throughout the parkland with free roaming Traditional breed English 

cattle such as the Long Horn.  Ecologically this would be the best case scenario for the park, as the cows’ unique grazing habits will help aid 

with grassland management and help open up the woodland allowing in more light and a greater diversity in 

ground flora, The grazing habits of these cows create invaluable micro habitats from which many species will 

benefit.  Windsor great Park already use this management tool to great effect.  What we have to find in Langley is a 

way to balance grazing and visitor demands in the park. 
 

The continuing management of the park is always the greatest challenge and the Country Parks staff, despite being 

stretched by many commitments, always strive to maintain an attractive and welcoming environment.  The many 

tasks such as weeding in the Temple gardens and Arboretum, managing the woodland and grasslands, and 

maintaining all the parks infrastructure is always time consuming, but nevertheless very rewarding.  
 

The Friends of Langley Park make a vital contribution to this ongoing management and their efforts on the 

volunteer days do not go unnoticed.  The Group is an important part of the Country Parks family and with its 

continued support and assistance the options on the table for future management and improvement such as 

Project Pinewood, and the English Woodland Grant Scheme look bright. 
 

Steve Heywood, Country Parks Senior Ranger 


