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The Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Langley Park was held on Thursday
12th May and for those who were unable to attend, the following is a synopsis of
the proceedings to which nearly forty of our members attended.
The first part of the evening was a series of reports on the activities of the
committee, which has changed considerably during the year. Two committee
members had resigned for personal reasons and both have been replaced, together
with two additional members to help with the extra workload incurred from
the increase in membership and events. In April 2010 our memberships stood at 74
paid subscriptions, which, including couples and families was about 105 people. At
the end of March this year we have 133 memberships totalling 220 people.
Our finances have increased from £1750.20 at the previous AGM, to £3364.80 this
year, partly due to the generous donation of one particular member, but also to many smaller contributions
from members rounding up their annual subscriptions.
We shall have had 25 separate events in Langley Park from mid April to mid November this year plus visits to
Bletchley and Herschel Park and of course, the weekly Simply Walks. We will also have a stall at several other
local fairs, to promote the Friends group.
Our Newsletter and web site continue to increase in popularity with the range of articles and information they
contain. The number of visits to the web site increased this year by almost 20%, and the Newsletter is now
going to twice the previous number of members.
Our Volunteer Group continues to grow, and we regularly have 15 to 20 enthusiastic members on our
conservation days. We intend to start doing two conservation days each month, which will start in September
this year. We hope to install herbaceous borders in the Temple gardens, and to open a footpath through a
currently little used area of the park. Both of these projects depend upon outside funding and approval, but if
they come to fruition we shall need your support in preparation and maintenance.
These reports were followed by an interval with refreshments and the second half of the evening was an
interesting and informative presentation by Phill Wathen on the historic British Enfield rifle, which was found in
the lake during restoration.
John Watson, Chairman

During the early years of the Friends group the
disruption caused by the restoration of Langley
Park restricted interest in our organisation.
Consequently, after five years in existence we still
only had 74 memberships. During the last year, the
efforts of about twenty members, including the
committee, have almost doubled that number
which, at the end of March, was 133.

Our Sponsors

We now seek your help in increasing this number
still further. We enclose with your copy of the
latest newsletter, a “Friends” pamphlet, on the
back of which is an application form for
membership. The renaissance of Langley Park has
undoubtedly been a major factor in our increased
membership, so if you should have a relative or
friend who may have an interest in, or perhaps
would like a deeper involvement with the Park,
please ask them to complete the form and return it
to us. If more than one, then details on a sheet of
note paper would suffice, or by “Paypal” on line at
our web site.

One of our objectives is that of helping to run events
put on in the Park and to help provide opportunities for
everyone to enjoy the benefits of the park.

In that capacity, some of our members have been
volunteering to help out with the Marshalling of the 5k
runs in Langley Park. Here are three of us in our
wonderful brightly coloured tabards - any excuse to get
out and enjoy the park!
Maureen, Margaret and Jean

We want to make as many people as possible
aware of Langley Park’s beauty and tranquillity, and
your co-operation will help tremendously with this.
John Watson, Chairman

Page 1

It’s not without a significant amount of sorrow that on Saturday
7th May, I led my last ever Friends volunteer party to take up a
new position working on the Penn Estate near Beaconsfield,
another restoration challenge of sorts.
It has been immensely satisfying of late, to hear a constant
stream of comments from visitors saying how beautiful the
park looks. A couple told me how they were reminded, for the
first time, of how the park looked when they first visited in
about 1960. Visitor numbers have been amazing.
I'm also pleased to have been able, with Craig's assistance, to
leave what I hope will be a small legacy in terms of new trees in
the arboretum and about seventy five new Rhododendrons
amongst the first year coppice area of the temple garden. All of
these Rhododendrons were first hybridised before 1930 so they
are in keeping with the heritage of the park. Dead heading may
once again be a feasible operation here,... perhaps a therapeutic
volunteer task in June and July which will ensure the mass of
colour builds still further in subsequent years. A small clump of
calocedrus (incense cedar) was planted where some sickly
sycamores have been removed. These should make an
interesting sculpture of narrow columns as the years go by and
some groupings of Japanese Maples around the white wall
backdrop of the cafe building will hopefully reflect the Japanese
influence of the arboretum pond.
The last three years at Langley have been very important to me.
I have made many new friends so I will be keeping in touch and
visiting frequently. Thank you everybody for your kindness and
good wishes.
Peter Freeman

Since the last newsletter, volunteer work has concentrated on
cutting back and pulling out (where possible), the rhododendron
ponticum, encroaching into the wooded areas, off Verney’s
Walk, in preparation for the installation of estate fencing. The
rhododendron bushes that line the pathway have already been
pruned and tidied and looked even more beautiful in flower this
year.
In May, Peter’s last volunteer day, we headed into the Temple
Gardens after lunch to do some raking and mulching around the
rhododendron beds and in June, under the watchful
eye ofPost
Jake,
New Finger
one of the Senior Rangers, we continued in the Temple Gardens,
pulling out bracken
and raking mulch
over the beds. This
may be a continuing
job and although
sounds somewhat
tedious, it is a job
which at the end
makes the area look
neater.
Finally, Peter makes
the tea !

Peter will be very much missed around the
Park, with his knowledge of trees and
gardening, but his new job was one not to
miss out on, so we wish him all the best in this
new venture. I’ve no doubt that Peter will put
in an appearance on the odd volunteer days,,
if only for Margaret’s wonderful cakes!
With Peter gone, Craig is left on his own for a
while, although I gather an advert for Peter’s
replacement has already gone out to the
relevant places with interviews commencing
very shortly. However Craig is every bit as
capable of carrying on the good work and
adding to it in his own way; look out for his
wildlife newsletters on the noticeboards.

Although many of the articles you read in your
newsletters come from Committee members and
Country Parks staff, there is no reason why any of our
members, cannot contribute. So if you have an
interesting story, or even a poem relating to the Park
that you would like to share with us then please send it
in, via the Country Parks office, who will pass it on to
myself for publishing. I cannot guarantee how quickly it
will be published, we may become inundated with many
stories or only one or two, but they will be published.
Meeting a deadline can be a bit fraught when it comes
to fitting articles and photos around each other,
sometimes there are too many and at other times not
enough. To try and put it all together without
distorting the substance of the text is not easy; photos,
poems, anecdotes etc come in very useful for filling in
gaps. Your contributions, are always welcome.
Maureen Stevens, Newsletter Editor

Bulb Planting
It was as I thought, the Fritillaria bulbs planted
earlier in the year were dug up, probably by the
rabbit population. However I won’t give up and will
try again with perhaps some netting over the top to
deter the fluffy thieves, or planted in a different area.
Fritillarias are usually seen in meadows.
There may be opportunities for some other spring
flowering bulbs to be planted also, in the not too
distant future.
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On Sunday 29th May, Langley Park hosted 'Fun in the Park', a fantastic
afternoon filled with FREE entertainment for families.
Tom Balmont, the fire juggler and sword swallower entertained young
and old with his magnificent show and there were regular
performances by Punch and Judy, plus magical storytelling by the
Roald Dahl Museum. Giant games including Jenga, Connect 4 and ten
pin bowling were available to play with throughout the afternoon, and
face painting while parents enjoyed music by Quadraphonic Saxes and
tasty BBQ food.
More than 1000 visitors attended and we hope that our next 'Fun in the Park' event on Friday 19th August will
be just as popular. Make sure you come along!
Don’t forget the LANGLEY
DOG SHOW in Langley Park
on Saturday 23rd July 11am 4pm.
Register your dog(s) between
11am and 12pm. Pedigree
and novelty classes.

If anyone would like to come and volunteer at our next event, or at any of our other events for however long
you can spare, your help would be much appreciated! The types of volunteer roles available at events are: help
with car parking marshalling; litter picking during and after the event; and help with setting up before 12noon or
setting down after 4pm. If you are interested in this volunteering opportunity, please contact Amanda Outen on
01753 571 069 or email aouten@buckscc.gov.uk.
The Friends of Langley Park had a stall on the day on
which they had the ever popular children’s Badge
Making whilst the parents were able to browse the
“Before and After” photographs from the restoration
project or get tempted to buy an Insect House, Bird
House or Bird Feeder, made by Friends of Langley
Park Volunteers the previous week. A good day was
had by all and thankfully the weather was kind to us;
although a bit windy at least it did not rain and it
allowed us to raise some funds.

There will also be Ferret
Racing and local charity stalls
on the day.
The Dog Show has been
organised mainly by Margaret,
FOLP Committee Member.

Rhys Jones

BIRD WATCHING
FOR BEGINNERS
Come and join Craig, the Langley Park
gardener, on a beginners’ birdwatching
session in Langley Park on Saturday
9th July, from 10am starting from the
Tea Room. Places are limited so make
sure you phone 01753 511060 to book.
Cost is £4 adult, £2 child £3 concs £10
family (2 adults + 3 children).
This event is not suitable for very
young children.
Remember to bring a pair of binoculars.!

Green Flag Award Judging
On Tuesday 14th June, Langley Park was judged for a Green Flag
Award. The Green Flag Award scheme is the benchmark national
standard for parks and green spaces in the UK. It was first
launched in 1996 to recognise and reward the best green spaces in
the country. The first awards were given in 1997 and, many years
later, it continues to provide the high level of quality against which
our parks and green spaces are measured.
With all the improvements we have made in Langley Park over the
past year, we hope that Langley Park will be successful in getting
the award for a second year running. These improvements include
the opening of the new Tea Room, toilets,
baby change facilities, new dog waste bins,
better access in the car park and throughout
the site new plantings in the formal garden
areas, as well as an active Friends Group, and
increased activities and events throughout
the year. The results will be announced in
August, we're keeping our fingers crossed!
Amanda Outen, Access & Interpretation Officer

Did you know that a Car Park ticket is valid for all three parks, Langley Park,
Black Park and Denham Country Park, if used on the same day ?

Langley Park Clean Up
It’s great to see so many schoolchildren coming into the park on
schooltrips and bringing their parents back to see it afterwards. Many
parents have commented either that they hadn’t been to Langley for a
long time or that they had never been to the park before and were
amazed at how beautiful it was.
On a recent clean up mission by the Country Parks Team ahead of the
“Fun in the Park” Childrens’ event, although not much litter was found
30kg of dog waste (over 66lb) was collected in four hours along the
“Wellingtonia” walk, alongside the car park.
A notice has been up in
the park informing visitors of this to hopefully “try” and make those
irresponsible people see sense.
With more and more children running around enjoying the park, it is not
a very pleasant sight for them to see, let alone step in. We do have a
good number of responsible dog owners who do clear up after their dogs
and there are bins provided, though clearly there are some owners who
do not.
I think we are very lucky at Langley Park, many Country Parks Dog policies
around the country ask visitors to either keep their dogs under close
control at all times, or on a lead if you cannot rely on it’s obedience and
all ask that dog owners clean up after their dogs and place dog waste
bags in bins provided, this ensures a pleasant environment for all visitors.
There are a great many people coming in to the park for various
activities, which is great. We, the Friends of Langley Park are about
helping to promote the Park and it seems to be working. However,
please can we ask everyone to think of and respect other Park Users.
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Our very popular Photography Workshop, organised by Tansie Nicole and
led by Kevin Day and Jerry Lake, was another huge success, being fully
booked with 25 people attending and even more on the waiting list!
The Tearoom kindly opened early, allowing us to have fresh coffee along
with mouth-watering bacon rolls, both of which went down very well. We
started at 10am with an interesting introductory talk and demonstration,
then, enjoying the sunshine, we compared notes and took photos while
heading down to the Arboretum. There we split into groups of 5, and with
Kevin and Jerry's expert guidance and direction took some lovely photos of
the stunning flowers and trees, including the spectacular water iris around
the pond area.
From there we continued on to the lake, where two elegant swans seemed
relatively happy to investigate us - only a few hisses - and have their photos
taken. A mum duck and her 10 tiny cute ducklings were conveniently sitting
on the wall at the other end, so another fantastic photo opportunity using a
variety of techniques to capture them.
After lunch we visited the 1200 year old Dragon and Wizard yew tree, with a lighting demonstration from
Jerry. This area has a very diffaerent, almost magical, feel to it, made even more so with lighting in strategic
places, which beautifully lit up and magnified the depth and variety of colour of the yew.

Taken by Ann

We have had some lovely, very positive feedback from people on the workshop, which can be seen on the
Gallery Page of our website - www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk, along with photos from both the leaders and the
participants. We would like to arrange another workshop around September time, so if this happens details will
be on the website and in the newsletter - in which case my advice would be to book early!
Tansie Nicole, Workshop Organiser

One Tuesday morning in May a group of FOLP members got together at the Sawmill in Black Park with the intention
of making some Insect Houses, Bird Boxes and Bird Feeders, which we could sell at various events we will be having
stalls at.
Taken by Kay

It proved to be a very successful few hours, so much so that we are now planning to do some more workshops
throughout the year, not just Woodwork, but possibly other types of craft orientated workshops as well, where we
can utilise the skills of our members and the raw materials from the Park with which to make goods that we can sell
to raise money for various projects that we would like to undertake in the Park.
Rhys Jones

The rhododendrons, which were heavily coppiced
earlier this year are looking very good at the
moment, with lots of fresh new growth coming
through on many of the plants.
Sadly one or two of the larger solitaires have not
fared well, one of which was recent cut down.

Don’t miss the very
proud
pair
of
Egyptian
Geese
with their 8 baby
goslings on Langley
Park Lake.
Woods, and the trees that make up a vital component of
them, are essential to life. They have a myriad of
different benefits for both wildlife and people.

Denham Village Fayre
For the second year running the FOLP had a stall at the Denham
Village Fayre, which took place on Bank Holiday Monday 31 st May.
The stall was situated opposite Hill House, which was Sir John
Mills’ house when he lived in Denham.
The Fayre is an all day event starting at 10am and going through to
4pm and is always very popular, with hundreds of people going
past our stand. The weather held out for most of the day but as the event came to a
close our luck ran out and it started to rain and the crowd thinned out.
A lot of visitors that came to our stand commented on how nice the parked was now
that the restoration work has finished and how well the rhododendrons were looking
following the coppicing.
The stand was very much on the same lines as the day before at “The Fun In the Park”
Event in Langley Park. part of it was devoted to the “Before & After” pictures from the
restoration project and the interpretation boards explaining some of the history of the
park. The rest of it was devoted to selling items made by some of members at the
workshop and we must not forget the ever popular Badge Making by the kids, we raised
£55.00 on the day.

They stabilise the soil, generate oxygen, store carbon,
play host to a spectacular variety of wildlife, provide us
with raw materials and shelter, inspire our imaginations
and our creativity.
The almost magical, mystical quality of woods makes
them a great place for relaxation and recreation. A walk
in the woods can give anyone a feeling of peace and
tranquillity. Most of us have fond childhood memories of
playing on or around trees.
A world without trees and woods would be barren and
bare.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tansie Nicole, Ann McCullough, Glenys
Jones and Jim Gore who helped staff the stand on the two days.

Rhys Jones
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