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From every direction we hear only reports of financial despondency, and frustratingly,
there’s nothing we can do about it. Happily, when it comes to our own little patch of
planet Earth, not only can we change things but we are doing so, and in the process
are dispelling some of that depressing Euro-gloom.
What have we done? Well, for a start our volunteers have planted 30,000 daffodil
bulbs around the north perimeter of the arboretum, and you; each of you; have
contributed to this because we have given £1,020 of our funds to help pay for them.
Don’t worry, we’re not now destitute and looking for donations, in fact after paying for
these bulbs our bank account is still a very healthy double what it was a year ago. With your continued
support we shall be able to do more next year.
We have also begun a series of gardening projects for which some of our members have formed a group of
Volunteer Rangers. They will develop and maintain some of the smaller garden areas in Langley Park, with
the full knowledge and support of the Bucks Country Parks Team. To enable the volunteers to work at
times of their choosing we have spent a Grant from Bucks County Council on a basic range of gardening
tools for them to use. The Grant was given specifically for this purpose and the Country Parks Team are
allowing us to use the Volunteer’s Centre within the Park. This Centre was the old toilet block near the HaHa and has now been completely refurbished for use also as a training facility and to accommodate visiting
school parties.
An extra 150 rhododendrons have been planted in Temple Gardens to enhance the effect of what is
thought to be the fourth best rhododendron garden in England. These varieties have been selected to
harmonise with the appropriate era of the garden’s formation. A picket fence has been installed to protect
them until they reach maturity.
We think its been an excellent 2011; positive, progressive, and (mostly) good fun. We still have 2012 to
look forward to with many more events to be held in Langley Park. Until then, your Committee, together
with the Staff and Management of the Country Parks wish you all a cheerful and peaceful Christmas. We
promise more of the same next year and would be more than happy for you to join us in our projects.

John Watson

New Estate Signs - Over the past month new estate signs have been installed
in Langley Park. We hope that the signs will help to define the more formal
areas of the Park (Temple Gardens, Arboretum, Verney's Walk and Bennett
Walk) as well as providing clear user information for dog walkers, horse riders
and cyclists. We plan to establish a Dog Free Picnic area underneath the Cedars
near the Avenue of Friendship in the New Year, along with the installation of a
new Play Garden.

New Play Garden - Plans are in place to develop a play garden within the
planned Dog Free Picnic Area in Langley Park. The vision for the new play
garden is 'natural play' for pre-school aged children. The play equipment will be
low-level and made of natural materials to blend in with the natural
environment in Langley Park. We also plan to create sensory planting areas
within the garden as well as installing additional picnic facilities. If you would
like to find out more about our initial plans, please contact me.

Amanda Mulholland (formerly Outen)
Access and Interpretation Officer for the Langley Park Project
on 01753 571 069
We would like to pass on our congratulations to Amanda and Fin
Mulholland on their recent marriage and wish them both well in their
future happiness.

Amanda helps out

Our volunteer work since the last newsletter has been quite varied. In
September we carried out work in Kings Wood, which involved high pruning
trees to let in more light, removing a few saplings close to the pathway in
order to create a wider ride, as well as creating a “dead hedge” around a
veteran chestnut tree, which is one of the trees highlighted on the new
Timberland Tree Trail, for which leaflets can be picked up at the Tea Room.
This widened path has created an area for wildlife to flourish and provides a
corridor for bats to hunt, look out for them as the sun goes down. If you’re
lucky, on a quiet day, you may even catch a roe or muntjac grazing on the
edges, or a fox enjoying a spot of sunshine. The wider path should also
encourage wild flowers, which will be good for insects and of course in turn
for the birds that feed upon them.
September also saw the start of our twice monthly work parties, which now
take place on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays in the month.
On the 17th September and the 1st October we were down in the Arboretum
clearing, saplings, bramble and bracken in the 2 beds by the side gate in order
to make way for new plantings of azaleas, rhododendrons and possibly
camellias.

Carry on working, we didn’t
catch anything for lunch !

Ben checks out a toad

We have also been hard at work down Verney’s Walk clearing rhododendron
ponticum from the woods.
Maureen Stevens, Newsletter Editor

For the past month and a half the Friends of Langley Park,
together with the Gardeners, have taken on the monumental task
of planting 30,000 daffodil bulbs. Three volunteer sessions were
held in order to complete the project, with the odd couple of
extra hours thrown in by our keenest of volunteers. The area lies
on the North West side of the arboretum between the estate
railing and the ditch line.

Two different varieties have been planted, which were sourced by a member of the friends
group. 22,000 Topolino daffodil bulbs make up the majority of the planted area with 8,000
February Gold planted in sweeping groups amongst the Topolino. February Gold looks stunning
when planted in bold groups. It has bright yellow blooms with outer petals that are slightly
swept back from the darker yellow trumpets and can tolerate most soils that are well-drained
but moist during the growing season. The Royal Horticultural Society has given this variety their
prestigious Award of Garden Merit.
Topolino produces small, star-shaped, highly fragrant flowers with white petals and a golden
yellow trumpet. It too can tolerate moist soils which are well-drained during the growing
season. This variety has also received the Award for Garden Merit from the RHS.
Although over time these daffodils will eventually naturalise the area, care was taken when
planting the bulbs to make it appear as natural as possible. This was achieved by trying to stay
away from planting the bulbs in straight lines, instead adopting a much more sporadic planting
scheme.
Blooms for both varieties can start as early as February and certainly throughout March. The
project will undoubtedly add a great splash of colour to the arboretum for years to come.

Ben Davidson, Langley Park Gardener
There were about 200
daffodil bulbs left
over, which have been
planted, by Amanda,
Jim,
Craig
and
Maureen around the
base of the London
Plane Tree in the
middle of the car park.

Remember you can follow us on
Facebook: Friends of Langley Park for
Volunteers and Conservation.

Park Stile Garden has now been fully refurbished and planted
by a group from the Friends of Langley Park volunteers, with
guidance from Craig and Ben the two gardeners.
130 new shrubs were selected by the group to give good “all
year round” interest, including evergreens, hardy, drought
tolerant and low maintenance varieties.
The garden had become completely infested with
weeds, and the only permanent solution was to
kill them off, remove all the existing plants, lay a
water permeable membrane down and then
cover it with a good layer of wood chip, we could
then plant new shrubs by cutting through the
membrane. We re-planted some of the existing
shrubs and whips (rooted off shoots) that the
gardeners had taken from Langley Park, making a
total of about 180 shrubs.
The work was carried out over a six week period and a seat will be installed in the garden in the near future. Thanks to everyone who helped
with the project I hope you like the result.
Jim Gore, Friends of Langley Park Volunteer

Following on from the brilliant work done at the Park Stile Garden, which has
given The Country Parks team full confidence in offering us further projects,
the intention was to work on the pond in the Arboretum next. However,
before we get started, the Country Parks team are looking into lining it with a
heavy duty butyl liner.
Dogs have been allowed to wade into the pond by some owners, which has
created holes in the existing paddled clay liner and this has caused the water
levels to drop considerably, as well as causing much disturbance for the
invertebrates and amphibians that dwell in the pond. Although there are
“Dogs on Leads” notices at each gate, this is not being adhered to by some
visitors. Your dog may be well behaved and not doing any damage at all, but
it is not fair to allow some dogs off leads and not others. We want everyone
to be able to enjoy the gardens. We rely on people being respectful of the
Park and other park users, and the majority of people are. If the ponds does
get a new pond liner it may then be fenced off to protect the pond from any
more damage, although this is not the preferred option.
We intend to take on more projects in the Arboretum and perhaps when
visitors see the effects they will take more care, so dogs on leads within this
area will help to protect and preserve the work we do.

Our next project therefore will be to build a “stumpery”. The first was built
in 1856 at Biddulph Grange, Staffordshire and it became a popular garden
feature in the 19th century, possibly a result of the Romantic Movement
which emphasised the beauty of nature. A more modern one, with upside
down stumps showing their root structure, can be seen at Highgrove.
Stumperies basically make use of dead tree parts. Stumps, logs and large
pieces of bark are arranged in an artistic way and then planted up with mainly
ferns. Mosses and lichens will be encouraged to grow on and around the
stumps to create a naturalistic garden feature and a few small shade or semishade loving plants may also be added, though not too many to detract from
the ferns and the mosses.
This stumpery will also provide a home for wildlife such as stag beetles,
insects, toads and small mammals.
This is a project I am really looking forward to doing and will utilise resources
from the parks.
Maureen Stevens, Newsletter Editor

You may notice while you are relaxing
at the tea rooms, that there have been
a few changes made to the view. We
have established a new fence line,
which has been built to protect new
and existing rhododendron beds, and
also to protect the historic bank which
was used as a boundary many years
ago. As people like to walk straight
over the bank in to the park we decided rather than fence
the whole area, we would compromise and create a
pathway through. The type of fencing we have used is post
and rail, with chestnut paling attached to this as it looks
more rustic and natural. Chestnut is similar to oak, and like
oak it has lots of tannins in the wood, which makes it very
durable and has great outdoor resilience and means there is
no need to treat the wood.
In these new and existing beds that we have fenced off, we
have put a layer of wood chip mulch down and planted
some rhododendrons.
In total 150 individuals were
planted here and throughout the temple gardens, all hybrid
varieties and where possible we tried to buy ones that are
pre-1938 as this is when most of the rhodies in the temple
gardens were planted, with the oldest ones being around
100 years old.
The new fence will protect
the rhodies while they
establish, as they are
particularly vulnerable to
branches being snapped
and damaged. It will take
around 3 to 4 years for the
newly planted rhododendrons to get to about 5 feet, which
is above the height of the fence. All being well, there
should be many flowers in the years to come and will be
easy to appreciate from the comfort of the tea room.

By Craig Buckley, Langley Park Gardener

Last time I was telling you about sitting in the café and a roe deer sauntering into my
vision. I left off mentioning the social side of Simply Walk and that I’d tell you more
about this next time. Well next time is here!

200 ‘Toronto’ Tulip bulbs, have been
donated to the Park. They are a
‘greigii’ variety which have been
awarded the AGM by the RHS. They
are not too tall, only about 10cm

We walked all through last summer and then through the frost and even all that snow!
Both the parks were fantastic winter wonderlands, with lakes frozen over and ducks and
geese skidding as they came in to land on the ice.
The Simply Walk group had a Christmas lunch and a Spring lunch, followed by an
Autumn one, all different, all tasty, reasonably priced and well presented. We’ve
sampled everything from a ploughman’s lunch through to lasagne. I can thoroughly
recommend the jacket potato with chilli and salad: it’s got just the ‘right amount of
kick’. If you don’t like it hot, don’t choose chilli! Go for an equally good omelette
instead. Well done Louise and Pino at San Remo Café, who do us proud.

These have now been planted just in
front of the newly installed fencing,
opposite the Tea Room, by some of the
Thursday afternoon volunteers and
should add a lovely splash of colour in
the Spring.

The bonus side of Simply Walk is that one does make like-minded friends, so apart from
our lunches out there have been birthday celebrations and invites to those occasional
birthdays that end in a magical zero and seem to come round all too quickly. We shared
a ‘special cake’ to mark one couple’s Golden Anniversary.
There are also outings (the most recent being to Bletchley Park) and if you’re also a
member of the Friends of Langley Park there’s more outings, lunches and Christmas
Dinners. The list is endless and you need never sit at home on your own.
Sadly,
one
of
the
wellingtonias
in
the
arboretum has died and
needed to be taken down,
as there was a danger of
branches falling down onto
passers by. The pictures
show the reason why they
are Redwoods, the wood
inside literally is salmonpink in colour.

You can be involved or not involved, as you choose, with some people helping with the
Conservation Work in Langley Park, planting, cutting back, pruning or nurturing young
saplings to be replanted in the Park. There are ‘thank you’ BBQs held for the volunteer
conservationists.
Following Langley Park through the seasons is always rewarding and each season
presents a different landscape, from superb rhododendrons in the Spring to the
fabulous puff ball fungus in October, alongside the alluring autumn colours of the trees.
Always there is something new to see, but don’t take my word for it, come along and
join us and see for yourself.

CROWNIMBUS
Towards the heron you swoop,
Black and ominous.
Down, down, and up, up
To loop the loop, wings flapping
And beaks cawing, long and loud.
Loud and long: now two of you
Shaped like small black clouds:
Crownimbus.
Aeronautical acrobats
Keeping danger from your nest.
The first time I saw all this
I thought you crows silly
Taking on a heron:
Assuming with those wide wings,
Dagger beak, lengthy body.

It’s been a very good year for
fungi in Langley Park, with
many fly agaric, puff balls and
various others.
Please
remember though that it is
not permitted to remove any
fungi from the park without
prior permission from the
Country Parks.

That it must be the victor.
But I was so wrong
And you were so right,
Giving an expert display
Of aerial combat.

By Merle

Merle Fletcher, Simply Walker & Friend of Langley Park

Berkshire dog is crowned Best
Bitch at Discover Dogs!
A Berkshire dog called Tessa stole the show
at London’s biggest dog event, Discover
Dogs.
Tessa, a Border Collie aged ten, is owned
by Margaret Ashmore, who, as well as
arranging Langley Park’s very own Dog
Show 2011 and is in the process of
arranging next years, also makes and brings along cakes for the
volunteer days.
Tessa was named overall Best Bitch in the grand final of the
Companion Dog Club Competition at the show, which was held at
a packed Earls Court. The final was full of worthy competitors but
Tessa shone through and impressed the judges.
Tessa, has been a PAT dog for eight and a half years, working with
phobic children and adults. The competition saw hundreds of dog
of all ages, shapes and sizes step into the ring to compete in a
series of fun categories.
The Companion Dog Club competition is always one of the great
highlights of Discover Dogs as it gives all kinds of dogs the chance
to shine. Tessa and Margaret did really well to beat off some stiff
competition and win the hearts of the judges.
Tessa has cancer in the mouth and has been undergoing lots of
treatment, so this Award has been very much deserved and we,
the Friends of Langley Park, would like to say a big
CONGRATULATIONS to Margaret and Tessa.

