www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk

Email: friendsoflangleypark.info@gmail.com

This newsletter is produced on a quarterly basis and is free when you join the Friends of Langley Park, along with other benefits.
See our website for more details. We have decided to sell copies to the park visitors to help towards our printing costs.
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The pleasure of watching trees change colour in autumn and scuffing through
mounds of dead leaves, always had the edge taken off by the thought of cold dark
days ahead. Spring was my time of year, and still is. The crocuses and daffodils we
planted last year are now in bloom, and the benefits from the efforts of our
volunteer rangers in Park Style garden, will soon be apparent. During last year we
cut back much of our laurels in the Park, mainly because we didn’t want to be seen
resting on them, and so, like the plants, we are preparing for another year of
growth.
On 1st April the children’s play area will be opened, and although in our minds we would love to ride
on the slide and swings, dignity, embarrassment, and bylaws, decree otherwise. Therefore our efforts
are now directed at giving you; our members; a greater choice of activities and events more suitable
for a mature demeanour. Events led by the Friends of Langley Park will be restricted to members
only, and will mostly be free. A full programme of these events will soon be listed on our web site,
and a printed version will be available on request, or for collection from the kiosk in Langley Park.
Events held inside the restored volunteer centre will be subject to prior booking because capacity is
restricted to a maximum of 25 people and therefore offered on a first come first served basis. One of
our new events will be a regular social afternoon, the first of which is on Monday 2nd April at 2.00 p.m.
in the volunteer centre where you can find out more about our plans, over a cup of tea and biccies.
John Watson

Families are being encouraged to come and visit the exciting new Play Garden in Langley Park which will
open on Sunday 1st April 2012. The area will cater for young children, linking natural play with traditional.
It will feature timber play houses, swings, slides, tunnels and mounds, and lots more.
To celebrate the opening of the new Play Garden, Buckinghamshire
County Council’s Country Parks Team are hosting a fortnight full of
fun and entertainment for all the family. The ‘Spring Festival’ will run
from Sunday 1st April till Sunday 15th April. Entertainment will include
fantastic fire juggling and sword swallowing performances, live
acoustic music sessions, Easter egg hunts, storytelling sessions,
nature safari’s, Den Building workshops, the brassy sounds of
Amersham Brass Band, and lots more!
For a detailed events programme for the Spring Festival and for
further information about the new play garden, please visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/countryparks or email
countryparks@buckscc.gov.uk. The 2012 events programme for all the parks is now available to pick up
from the Langley Park Tea Room and the Black Park Café and Visitor Centre.
Amanda Mulholland,
Access & Interpretation Officer

The Langley Park Coppice
Coppice—
—Is it conservation or destruction?
It’s that time of year again where the Gardeners and Rangers make lots of noise
chain sawing and chipping rhododendrons. This does look very brutal and creates
a real mess but I can assure you this is a positive thing we are doing.
Rhododendrons continue to grow year on year, getting taller and wider as they
go, with no regard for the paths and other neighbouring plants. As they grow
taller, less light gets to lower branches and they can die off. There is also more
chance their limbs will break due to the weight. More vigorous rhododendrons
can often engulf smaller, slower growing varieties and can completely shade them
out, which will kill them off (survival of the fittest). So, the reason we cut them
back so severely is to take an ageing rhododendron and give it a new lease of life.
If we all knew that we could cut ourselves down to the knees and we would grow
back looking healthy and vigorous, we would all do it.
The coppice was very worrying the first couple of years, as we had no confidence whether they would
come back or not, and how long it would take them to flower again. The work was carried out under the
advice of Ivor Stokes, who is an expert in rhododendrons and their management. This is now the fourth
year of the five year plan and we have three previous years of success. We have found that within 18
months of them being coppiced they can flower and can put on over a meter of growth. This also does
feel like a strange time of year to coppice them as they are just about to flower, but the end of winter is
the best time as the sap is starting to rise and this will reduce the amount of die
back.
This year we have coppiced the rhododendrons slightly different, rather than
cutting them all to a consistent height we are leaving rhododendrons much taller
when they are in the middles of beds and when they are very thick stemmed as
they don’t bud as well as the smaller branches. The coppice so far has really
opened up the beds and has created many gaps. We are planning to plant these
areas this coming autumn, as the coppice creates an ideal opportunity for the
new rhododendrons to get a few years growth under their belts while there is
plenty of light. So what I’m trying to say is, it may look drastic and unnecessary
but it’s the best thing for the rhododendrons and given time, they will be better
than ever.

Craig Buckley, Langley Park Project Gardener
Simply Walkers on one of their regular walks around the park.
These are every Monday from 10am—11pm and on the 2nd
Sunday in the Month from 11am, ending with lunch. This is a
great opportunity to meet new people and make new friends
and get exercise at the same time. If you are new to the group
please arrive a little earlier in order to register. Call 01753
571069 for further information.

They need to be landscape format and the image
size should be 137mm x 190mm or 1618x2244
pixels, at 300dpi (dots per inch).

Our two Volunteer Centre “Open
Days”, to come and view the
facilities, was very successful, with
the majority of our suggested
ideas being favourable and a few
more suggestions from visitors.
We are in the process of putting
together our own “Friends of
Langley Park” events list, which is
for members only, though you
are more than welcome to join.

If you would like your photos to be used in our
calendar they can be sent to the Friends of Langley
Park, at the Countryside Centre, Black Park Road,
Wexham, Buckinghamshire SL3 6DS or contact us via
our email at friendsoflangleypark.info@gmail.com.

The facilities can also be booked
by other groups for use, but
should be booked through the
Country Parks Office at Black
Park.

We need your photos for the 2013 Calendar.
Help us to compile a selection of quality
pictures taken in Langley Park, which could
be used in the 2013 calendar.

Once we have received sufficient photos the
committee will get together and pick out the photos
for our next calendar, which is usually during July.

As well as the beautiful rhododendrons and
azaleas, Langley Park has rather a good
collection of camelias, which have been
flowering since February this year and have
been providing bumble bees with pollen.
Most of them are within the Arboretum, but
there are a few in the Temple Gardens as well.

Conservation work since our last newsletter has been a little varied; from removing the
tall invasive and non-native species of gorse from the open heath area, planting laurel in
the Arboretum in somewhat cold and very frosty conditions; so much so that the plants
were frozen solid in their pots, although the ground we were planting them in was
surprisingly easy to dig, due to the thick layer of leaves covering it and keeping the soil a
few degrees warmer than the air above. Hot teas and coffees were most welcome that
day.
We have also been clearing up the debris from the recent coppiced areas of
rhododendrons and raking over woodchip on the beds. One of the azaleas on the temple
base as you look out towards Windsor Castle has also been cut back to compliment the
one cut by the Thursday volunteer group. These azaleas were very dead in the middle
with some rotten pieces just breaking off at the base. Cutting them back now will do
them world of good.

After the coppicing

WOODMOUSE - This tiny
fella looked as though he
had not long left the nest
to set up on his own. He
may have been disturbed
whilst the clearing and
tidying up was going on.
He seemed quite happy
to sit in the palm of my hand, have a little
wash and have his photo taken before being
placed down by a tree stump with loads of
holes and plenty of cover where he soon
disappeared, not to be seen again.

Skeletal Fingers
Every Thursday afternoon we hold a volunteer session. We meet outside
the café at 1pm and we work until 4pm. This session has undergone a relaunch recently and we have now established some regular volunteers,
but there is always room for more.
The
nature
of
the
work
undertaken on Thursdays differs from the Saturday work,
as it’s only an afternoon and a smaller group, so we
undertake more focused intricate work. For example the
pruning of specific bushes, the maintenance of a specific
tree or the maintenance of a certain area.
Over the last few months the Thursday afternoon group
has been responsible for some important tasks. We have
moved and planted Gunnera in the Arboretum and down
Verneys, which were recently given to us and should grow
huge, larger than umbrella, leaves and look stunning. We
have also lifted tree canopies on the main vista, dead
wooded parts of the temple gardens, planted tulips outside
the tea room and removed rhododendron on Verneys.
Most recently we have pruned the azaleas on the temple
base.
We find the Thursday volunteer session an important part of the week and it greatly helps in
achieving the long term restoration plans for the park. We would like to thank all those who have
attended in the past and who continue to attend and would like to invite more people to come
along.
Ben Davidson, Langley Park Project Gardener

Dead tree. Bare branches silhouetted
against a darkening sky.
Why do we say dead?
It is still standing.
And sustained in its wood
over half our insect life.
Ivy grows around and up
A have for live insects:
It supports beetles’ eggs
and woodlice in abundance.
Teeming with life
Simply skeletal fingers
Artistically outlined
before leaden clouds
Birds use it as a runway.
Merely deceased, not lifeless

By Merle Fletcher

Date for your calendar:-

Friends of Langley Park
AGM
Followed by a talk
10th May 2012
If you are a member, full details
will be sent to you shortly.

Langley Park is drawing in so many more visitors since the restoration work started and this is no doubt due to the café, the results of the
restoration work, promotion by The Friends of Langley Park and events, which have attracted them to the Park. Although there are the
regular moaners, most visitors, some who come from far and wide or have not been to the Park for a long time, are full of praise and are
giving some really positive comments, which is very encouraging.
The paths are now more accessible for everyone, including wheelchair users, and the rhododendrons are also looking far better now than
they were before the coppicing began. This was done because if you had looked up into the rhododendrons five years ago, all you would
have seen was dead wood with the only green growth being at the top and outer edges. So a 5-year plan to rejuvenate them was put in
place following much consultation with top experts. The current area of coppicing may look devastating now but look at the results of
the first years coppicing at the far end of the café (if you are walking towards it from the car park), where they have bushed out brilliantly
and have flowered profusely over the last two years. So it won’t take long for the current area to come back and do the same. The taller
rhododendrons are called Solitaires and have not been coppiced. The black sign posts stating “Dogs on Leads” through the Temple
Gardens are to stop them running through the rhododendron beds and knocking off the new growth and this is part of the reason for the
fencing around the newly planted shrubs opposite the cafe.
The Country Parks Team have a great deal of knowledge and qualifications in respect of countryside management and landscaping, they
know what they are doing and they also have top experts advising them; Ivor Stokes, a registered RHS Speaker on rhododendrons and
other plants, is regularly at Langley advising the gardeners.
Buckinghamshire County Council, like every authority across the country, are facing huge financial pressures due to Government cut
backs and the cost of managing and maintaining our Country Parks and other “green spaces” across the County is very high and ever
increasing. So, in order to keep our Country Parks from closure they need to make money and they can only make money by attracting
more visitors and to keep them coming in time after time. The new “dog free” Play Area, which received a few negative comments, will
inevitably provide an area where children can run around and play in relative safety and it will also bring in revenue that is needed to
keep the parks going. If the parks are not making money it is likely that they could close or be sold off as is happening with other
Country Parks, some of our “green spaces are already being sold.
Langley Park is for everyone to enjoy, as are all the Country Parks, it’s not just for horse riders, dog walkers, or any other specific group
and all users should be respectful of everyone else, which means clearing up your rubbish by placing it in the bins provided or taking it
home; clearing up your dog mess, as there is nothing worse than stepping in it, and being aware of others around you in whatever
activity you do.

With my husband being one or the rangers and myself a Friend of Langley Park and volunteer, I see “both sides of the coin” and I
sometimes query things myself, or come up with an occasional idea, but always end up with a better understanding of why things are
done or not done.
The Park is looking even more beautiful. You’ve probably seen the daffodils down by the arboretum. 30,000 of them were selected and
part paid for by the Friends of Langley Park with the approval of the Country Parks Team. These were planted by the volunteers over a
period of a month and back breaking work it was too, but seeing them in flower now, it was well worth the effort.
Other projects are planned by the Friends group so keep a look out for these and join us, there are benefits to be had. Or why not come
and join in on the volunteer groups, it is a great social as well as getting exercise and fresh air with a sense of achievement at the end.
I love this park, I love watching the wildlife, talking to people and seeing others enjoying it and I am always stopping to make a fuss of a
dog or two. I hope that you will keep coming back and enjoying the Park as I do, but please be responsible and respect the park, the
wildlife and its users.
Maureen Stevens, Newsletter Editor
As
well
as
the
daffodils, the crocuses
along either side of
the
Avenue
of
Friendship from the
car
park,
looked
fantastic this year as
did the snowdrops
near the Temple Base.

A lack of good
rainfall, means our
will suffer. Using
your water wisely
and
responsibly
now, could well save
the lives of many of
our animals.

