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It’s September already, the year has simply flown by and what have we done? Well actually we’ve done rather
a lot. Much has been due to the support of our friends at the Country Parks who have made the facilities of
the restored old toilet block at the top of the vista available to us, which is now known as the Volunteer
Centre. We have been using this for our monthly social events, meetings, talks, and bell ringing practice.
That’s right, bell ringing practice. We have also been given access to the new meeting room at Black Park
offices for our Committee meetings. Not of any real interest to most members, but the previous venue was
poorly lit, badly ventilated, and needed furniture moving and although the one before that had a much better
environment, it cost us £180 each year and that was at a considerably reduced rate due to our reputation in
the area. Our new home has all the necessary facilities and costs us nothing.
The project at Park Stile garden is now completed and being maintained by a few committed volunteers. A seat, purchased to go here
before some information was made available to us, has been relocated to the Volunteer Centre at Temple Gardens for use by all Park
visitors.
Our events gazebo finally succumbed to over use and went to the place that all old gazebos go,
Langley recycling site. We have replaced this with a new one, which has a less angular profile, and
is called an Events Shelter, at a cost of about £125. Several of our energetic members have already
used it at Family Fun Days in Black Park and Langley Park, and their efforts have recovered well
over half of its original cost.
About a year ago, due to the economic recession, one of our sponsors withdrew their support for
the printing of our newsletter and we have had to finance this ourselves. Other local businesses
were approached for support but, so far, there’s been no response. The total cost to the Friends group for the printing and
distribution of four issues each year is nearly £700. We have therefore asked all those members who have indicated their willingness to
receive information from us electronically, if they would also accept receiving the newsletter in a similar way. So far most of them have
shown no opposition to this suggestion and we intend to have implemented it for this issue. The saving to us will be in the order of
60% of the original cost, a sum not to be ignored. However, this is a major change to precedence and if anyone finds the new method
unacceptable you must let us know and we can revert to original procedures. We would like to know your opinions on this but ask
that you mail them to us via our web site. Whatever you do please do not telephone the Country Parks office, they are very busy and
would likely do something unpleasant to me that only fully qualified Forest Rangers know about!
Our New Colman Event Shelter

The Heritage Lottery Funding is now running to a close, and your continued support as paying members becomes ever more necessary
if we are to continue with our efforts. Please keep up the good work; Langley Park, its volunteers, and your committee give you their
most sincere thanks.
John Watson, Chairman
6 Spot Burnet

Small Skipper

I went on the Butterfly Walk led by Wendy Wilson on the 28th July. I hadn’t
intended to, but having turned up at Langley for tea and toast I found there
was a place left on the walk and so I decided to tag along - I hasten to add
that for any event it is always wise to book.

I know a fair bit about butterflies and moths, but I learnt more on this walk; I had never thought
to look up in the trees, but there we could see Purple Hairstreaks flitting around the oaks.
Grey Dagger Moth

The grey dagger
moth

Caterpillar

9 species of butterfly were counted and one moth, a 6 spot Burnet. I went out a couple of days
on my own after the walk, watching and photographing the small coppers, the skippers and
brown meadow butterflies and one of the 6 spot burnets, which had just emerged from its
chrysalis. I also found cinnabar caterpillars on the ragwort- they took a while to find too I can tell
you and I recently had to gently move some broken ragwort stems, with the caterpillars on and
move them to a safer position. There was very little ragwort in the vicinity and the caterpillars
would have perished. I checked them out a couple of days later and they were still there.
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Caterpillar
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Small Copper

Maureen Stevens

We would like to welcome new members to the Friends of Langley Park: Malcolm and Julie Hellings,
Teresa Petschl-Smith, Christian Clark, Mr P J Gathergood, Elizabeth Jones, Norma Cowan,
Eve O’Rorke, Jenny Hodge, Katy Gomes, Mr & Mrs N R Patel.
Thank you for your support and we hope you will take full advantage of your membership.

On the 20th July, Glyn Edwards,
from the Berkshire and South Bucks
Bat Group came along to the
Volunteer Centre to talk about bats
to an audience of 20 people. With
him he brought Rose, a Noctule Bat
(injured by a cat and not able to be returned to the wild) who stole
the show, especially when Glyn asked me to turn on my bat detector
so that everyone was able to hear her crunch rather noisily on a
tasty mealworm, followed by the sound they use to detect their
prey. Bats use calls normally beyond the range of human hearing
called echolocation – they locate their prey by their echo. They are
not blind, but at night their ears are more important than their eyes
and as they fly they make shouting sounds, the returning echo gives
information about anything that is ahead of them, including the size
and shape of an insect and which way it is going. A bat detector
makes the echolocation audible to humans and different bat species
make different calls, and it can help identify the species.
The Berkshire and South Bucks Bat Group are made up of volunteers
who promote and further the conservation of bats and their
habitats. They rescue sick and injured ones, rehabilitate them where
possible, conduct roost visits, give talks and walks and do a whole
host of other bat related work. So at the end of the talk I did a
quick collection and we raised £30 for them, for which they were
extremely grateful.
Following the talk we went out with bat detectors, supplied by The
Country Parks Team, and headed up towards the lake, where we
picked up sounds from Soprano and Common Pipistrelle,
Daubenton’s and a lone Serotine and we watched the Daubenton’s
flying low over the lake. Bats do sometimes come out earlier for a
quick scout round to see what’s about and that may be why we only
got a fleeting sight and sound of the Serontine.
We all had a great evening and I will endeavour to arrange another
one.
Check out the Berkshire and South Bucks Bat Group website,
www.berksbats.org.uk, for loads of information about bats and
importantly, what to do if you find an injured one - and whatever
you do don’t pick it up without gloves.
Maureen Stevens

Wednesday
15th
August
dawned
cloudy, damp and
windy, so imagine my
delight when nearly
twenty Friends of
Langley
Park
members turned up
at the Volunteer
Centre to discover the joy of ringing tunes on handbells.
After finding out how to hold the bell and mastering the
technique of making it sound, all were amazed when, with me
counting and pointing to the music (a numerical system specific
to handbells), 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Star' was recognisably
rung. Confidence grew and we managed a variety of well
known songs and classical pieces. Great fun was had by all and
we hope to repeat the experience in the near future.
I started church bell ringing when I was fifteen at All Saint's
Church, Babbacombe, Torquay. It soon became a life long
hobby and I have had the great fortune to ring at hundreds of
churches across the country (and in Australia) and it was whilst
ringing at Egham that I was introduced, with my two children,
to ringing tunes on hand bells. When our local church - St
Mary's, Langley - set up an appeal to augment their six church
bells to eight we, as a family, joined a band of like minded
people and took the handbells round the local pubs,
entertaining the locals with Christmas Carols whilst going round
with a collection tin! The appeal was successful, and now the
eight bells can regularly be heard being rung for services,
weddings and open days.
Whilst teaching, I have introduced many children (aged
between seven and eleven) and staff to the delights of ringing
hand bells. My biggest claim to fame was training a band to
ring at Slough Borough Council's Carol Service in Eton College
Chapel.
So, nearer Christmas, listen out... You might just hear a group of
us ringing out our tunes as you warm up with a hot drink after
a walk in our fantastic local parks.
Kate Cox

First recorded in Britain in 1922 at Rye, the Wasp Spider (Argiope bruennichi) originates from the
Mediterranean, and for many years has been doing rather well down in the sunnier and warmer South
Coast. But more recently it has begun to spread further afield with a number of them being found at
Denham Country Park. Now I have spotted one in Langley Park!
The female is the colorful one and is about the size of a large orb-web spider you often see in your
gardens; you can see from the picture why they have the name Wasp Spider. The male is much smaller
and brown. Males will often get eaten by the females after mating and because of this danger, they
lurk on the edge of the female’s web until she sheds her skin when her jaws are softer, so he can mate in relative safety. The female
leaves her egg sac hanging from nearby grassy vegetation, in which the babies remain for some while and I have found one near to the
web so she’s not a lone female.
Wasp spiders build an orb web with a vertical zigzag pattern of silk in it called a stabilimentum; the purpose is unclear but it is thought
it may help to attract insects. This species of spider thrives in areas where grass is not regularly grazed or mown, the one I have found
was tucked in the heather.
Grasshoppers, of which there is no shortage in Langley, are a favourite food, but they will eat anything that flies into the web. When I
pointed the female out to Craig, we witnessed a bee fly into her web and the speed in which the female pounced on it was so quick it
astounded us both, before I could video the action it was over in seconds, such a voracious predator.
Keep a look out for this rather striking species, or anything else for that matter - you never know what you might see.
Maureen Stevens

Registration

Fizz

This years’ show, held on July 21st, dawned bright and warm. After the appalling
weather we’d had leading up to the day, it was good to be blessed with a lovely day for
our third Annual Dog Show.
We had 115 entries coming from a wide area, all different shapes, sizes and breeds.
Best in show was Holly, a pointer from Daventry, whilst best puppy, Fizz, came from
Yiewsley.
The judges played their parts as well as the stewards - it was a new experience for them!
Of course the show would not have happened without considerable help from the park
staff and especially Amanda, Access and Interpretation Officer. My heartfelt thanks to
them all. Various members of the committee also did sterling work at the registration
table, volunteer workers running errands, litter picking, helping with setting up the
arenas and taking photographs, many thanks to them also.

Barney
Barney

Best 6 Legs

The Friends of Langley Park have donated £100.00 to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, added
to which is £34.86, collected by Trudy of “Hug a Husky” and £10.00 donated by a dog
walker in Langley Park.
Once again, thanks to everyone who helped make the day a great success, including of
course Ocean Trailers who made a generous donation again.
Margaret Ashmore, Dog Show Organiser

Brenda

Holly

Jamie & Kyesha

Best Pedigree

Lola

Molly
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A.V. Puppy - 7 month whippet, Fizz
A.V. Sporting - 4 year old pointer, Holly
A.V. Non-sporting - 7 year old Australian shepherd dog, Barney
A.V. Open - 3 year old whippet, Raine
A.V.Veteran - 7 year old Australian shepherd dog, Barney
Best In Show - 4 year old pointer, Holly
Reserve Best In Show - 7 year old Australian shepherd dog, Barney
Best Puppy - 7 month whippet, Fizz

Best Crossbreed - 5 year old Pom Cross, Molly
Child-Handler - Jamie with Kyesha, 3 year old Italian greyhound
Crossbreed Veteran - 7 year old rough collie, Brenda
Prettiest bitch - 15 month Japanese Shiba Inu, Lola
Handsomest dog - 2 year old Shih Tzu x Pom, Alfie
Waggiest tail - 15 month boxer, Oslo
Rescue - 13 year old Jack Russell, Poppy
Best Six Legs - 17 year old Cairn terrier, Buster, and his owner
Best tit-bit catcher - 6 month old Vadin
Best Companion Club Dog - 6 month old Vadin
Best Novelty In Show - 15 month Japanese Shiba Inu, Lola
Reserve Best Novelty In Show - Kyesha 3 year old Italian greyhound.

Pedigree Classes - Jimmi Johnston-White,
registered Kennel Club judge
Novelty Classes - Beverley Pettiford

Country Parks and the Olympics
In 1908 the Olympic Games had been scheduled to be held in Italy, but because Mount Etna decided to
erupt that year, it was thought safer to hold them elsewhere. London volunteered. The games were not
the compact series of events that they are today, in 1908 they started on 27 th April and the closing
ceremony was on 31st October. Some unusual events took place back then too, including tug-of-war
which was won by the Metropolitan Police force, but the most memorable event was the Marathon.
In previous years the Marathon had been run over 25 miles, a distance which had nothing to do with
Phedippides running from Marathon to Athens with news of their victory over the Persians. In 1908 it
was increased to 26 miles to allow for the extra distance from Windsor Castle to The White City stadium.
However, Queen Alexandra asked that the start be moved nearer to the nursery in the Castle so that the children could watch the race
begin and at the White City it was decided to move the finish so that it would be opposite the King in the Royal Box. The overall result
was that the Marathon became 26 miles 385 yards, and this distance was officially accepted as the length of all future marathons from
1926. The route went from Windsor, through Slough and along the A412 Uxbridge Road, between Langley and Black Park. The official
distance table for the race shows that Furze Lodge, now the Pinewood Hotel, was at the 5 mile marker.
First across the line was an Italian, Dorando Petrie; the favorite had collapsed after 19 miles, probably because his coaches had been
plying him with champagne along the route. Poor old Dorando entered the stadium totally exhausted and went the wrong way round.
It was some distance before his error was made clear to him and he turned back. He fell down several times, the last occasion being
just before the finishing line when he was helped up, and to the line, by two officials.
An American, Johnny Hayes, was second, but an objection by the Americans to Dorando Petrie being aided, was upheld, and he was
disqualified, Johnny Hayes being awarded the Gold Medal.
Since Dorando was not responsible for his disqualification, Queen Alexandra had a gilded silver trophy specially commissioned which
she presented to him on the following day. Dorando Petrie subsequently turned professional and beat Johnny Hayes, in America three
times, winning enough money to buy himself a reasonable hotel in Italy.
John Watson, Chairman

The Volunteer Centre in Langley Park has become the meeting place for the Friends of Langley
Park social gatherings, where members can meet and enjoy a natter over a cup of
tea. Members and non-members were invited to come and see the facilities and to suggest
ideas on what they would like to see the Centre being used for. One suggestion was to hold
social get-togethers and the first of these was held in May, when Craig, one of the gardeners,
came along to talk to us about birds in the
park.
His enthusiasm bubbled over and
captivated his audience, they forgot about tea,
and he had to call for a tea break! Craig
brought some books for members to browse over. Many questions were asked and
Craig answered all. We thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.
June was the Jubilee Week so we opened up the centre and enjoyed a quiet afternoon
having a cup of tea. Oh! And not forgetting the biscuits.
July, what can I say, ‘CAKES’! A cake tasting afternoon was held, where members
brought along their homemade cakes for others to taste.
Yes fellows baked
cakes! There was fruit cake, cheesecake, cherry cake, fairy cakes and many more, eaten with a nice cup of tea. Sheer Bliss!
Our August gathering was a book swap combined with our own Olympic Games. There was Swing Ball, Frisbee and Quoits. For some
Brown
of us to actually hit the ball on Swing Ball was an achievement and as for the Frisbee it flew in the opposite direction
toMeadows
your opponent
and left one searching in the undergrowth trying to retrieve it. While on the other hand Quoits was causing mayhem - “put your
glasses on you’re supposed to be aiming for the pegs” and “they are over here”, roars of laughter could be heard all round in our little
corner of the park. The afternoon drew to a close and the Friends of Langley Park each clutching a book walked contently back to the
car park, having enjoyed playing outside in the sun, the first time since May, when the Social Afternoon was formed.
Our socials take place on the first Tuesday in the month from 2pm-4pm. There is always a cup of coffee / tea and biscuits. If you have
any thoughts and ideas how you would spend a Tuesday afternoon with Friends of Langley Park come along and let us know, you will
be made most welcome.
Eugenie Pattison

If you know of anyone who is interested in joining the Friends of Langley Park, please
pass on the attached Application form, or alternatively. they can go on our website
(www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk), print off the form and send it to us c/o Black Park
offices with a cheque, or by filling in the on line form and emailing it to us, and pay by
credit/debit card via PayPal .

Since one of our benefits is discount at Go Ape and Segways at Black Park, a number of our committee members tried the Segways out and we will be
featuring an article on this in the next newsletter. Below is a scanned copy of their leaflet in advance for you to take a look at,

