www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk

Email: friendsoflangleypark.info@gmail.com

Dear Member
We sent a letter with the autumn edition of our Newsletter, explaining that I shall be relinquishing my
position as Chairman of the Friends of Langley Park with effect from the Annual General meeting in May
next year, and asking for nominations for the vacancy. Unfortunately we have not had any response to this
request so far and we need to make it clear that the range of quality services the committee now provide
may suffer unless someone steps forward to support us and help continue our work.
The committee are therefore concerned about the future level of our operations. The job of Chairman is
certainly not all sweetness and light, but neither is it full of worry and recrimination. In fact it has its
compensations and can be quite satisfying. Above all else it is essential that the Friends of Langley Park has continuity. To this end we
need someone with the commitment to maintain and enhance our existing programme, and who will also be able to liaise with the
Country Parks Team on new projects for Langley Park when our organisation is involved.
To ensure continuity in the short term it may be necessary for one of the existing Committee to step into the breach as a temporary
measure, but with only eight remaining on the committee and well over two hundred members, that would mean that everyone else
has ducked the issue and even in these circumstances it would still leave us short of enough willing and active
committee members to keep all of our duties and activities fulfilled.
If you feel that what we have achieved since our inception, over seven years ago, has been worthwhile and that
you have gained something from your membership, which you would like to see continued, then please give this
your most ardent attention. We urgently need your help.
Whatever result 2013 may bring, I know that the whole Committee wishes each and every one of our members a
peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

John Watson, Chairman

The Wellingtonia (or Giant Sequoia) features a lot within Langley
Park and is an imposing evergreen which can live up to 3,200 years.
It can grow up to 84 metres or more high, with a circumference of
31 metres, this being the General Sherman in California.
Although the trees in Langley are somewhat smaller, they still have
a dominance about them. Native to California, the giant redwood
was introduced to Britain in 1853 and was named Wellingtonia
gigantea after the Duke of Wellington. and were used for
landscaping purposes as the wood itself has no great commercial
use.
The cones begin the process of germination with the aid of fire,
which opens the cones up allowing the seeds to drift away on the
wind, as the forest fire has cleared the surrounding area they have
plenty of space to grow. The distinctive spongy red bark of the
Wellingtonia can be to 60cm thick protects the main trunk against
the fire. The bark is also home to small birds including the Tree
Creeper.
Andy Stevens, Country Park Ranger

We would like to welcome the following new members to the Friends of Langley Park: Paul Smith, Dianne
Henshall, Barbara Kasperek, Jackie Kind, S A Litchfield, Ann Black , Jan & Bob Lewington, Evelyn Higgings,
Mr & Mrs Dave Brock and Fung Yee To.
Thank you all for your support and we hope you will take full advantage of your membership.

We met, a cold but excited group of Friends of Langley Park, in Black Park car park and board the coach
ready for our trip to Westonbirt. As we were driven down the motorway the sun came out and we knew we
were in for a good day.
On arrival at the Arboretum, we had a few minutes to sort ourselves into two groups before being met by
two of the Arboretum guides. We went off in different directions but both groups were privileged to see
some really interesting specimens and spectacular autumnal colour. Our guides were a font of knowledge
and able to answer all our questions without hesitation. The guided tours were at least an hour and a half
long, after which we were free to explore other parts of the arboretum at our leisure.
After a spot of lunch and a hot drink to warm us up (yes, the day was bright and sunny, but it was also
freezing cold!) many of us set off to discover the Japanese Maples. The variety of colour was truly amazing
and a sight that will remain with us for many years to come.
A short stop in the gift shop was called for by many of us before returned to the coach, worn out but happy,
and then we were driven to the country pub booked for our evening meal. From the comfort of the coach
we were able to appreciate the beauty of our English countryside and the seasonal changes taking place.
Following a hearty 3-course meal, thoroughly enjoyed by all, and a safe drive home, we arrived on time to
collect our cars, which thankfully had not iced up again!
Our thanks go to Tansie and all who had a part in organising this splendid day out.
By Kate Cox

We are almost approaching the end of our first year of ’Tuesday Social Afternoons’.
As we entered the latter part of September, we held a game of ‘Checkers’ that soon
became somewhat competitive amongst the players. Tension grew and contestants
were knocked out until two remained, Sheila Tovell and Audrey Fossey. After a tense
game, Sheila Tovell collected the prize, a bottle of wine.
In October Sally Botwright gave a powerpoint presentation on ‘Hearing dogs for the Deaf’. We learnt how
dogs were trained, what type of dog was suitable and how master and dog can look as one! We did have a
trainee puppy in our midst until he became fidgety and was taken home. With the sale of christmas cards and
gifts £61.00 was raised for this charity.
For November we learnt how to ‘Make Candles’ with Kay and Phil Wathen. John
Watson followed this session by demonstrating how to make a Christmas Wreath. The
object of the afternoon was that everyone took home one of each. Even a novice, such
as I, was pleased at the outcome of both demonstrations - the wreath took only
minutes to make and was created with materials collected from the hedgerows.
In December we enjoyed mulled wine with all the festive trimmings: mince pies,
sausage rolls, lovely cakes, yes...even Christmas Crackers. The Friends of Langley Park
agreed what a lovely afternoon they have had.
By Eugenie Pattison

If you know of anyone who is interested in joining the Friends of Langley Park, please pass on the attached Application Form, or
alternatively, they can go on our website (www.friendsoflangleypark.co.uk) print off the form and send it to us c/o Black Park Offices,
with a cheque or by filling in the on-line form and emailing it to us and pay by credit/debit card via PayPay.

Over the past few months the Friends of Langley Park volunteers have, as
always, been working extremely hard on helping to keep the park looking
great.
The Sustrans path running from Treal Farm to Park Style Garden is an area
of the Park that has undergone a big transformation. A number of Saturday
sessions have taken place there, and the completed works can now be
appreciated. The group worked on widening the pathway, clearing
brambles, high pruning trees and taking out small saplings in order to allow
the gardeners to take their mower down along both sides of the pathway,
as well as making it more accessible for walkers.

Ladies in Yellow

This will keep the sides of the pathway clearer in the future and stop it from “Don’t look at me like that, I
becoming as overgrown and encroaching as it was when the work first don’t share cake” says Ann.
started.

Work has also been done in the Temple gardens and the Arboretum. In the Temple Gardens work has
been undertaken in the rhododendron beds to help keep them free of invasive weeds such as brambles,
bracken and sycamore re-growth. We have also been
planting some new rhododendrons throughout the
gardens.
A session out on the main vista was held recently, to
remove tree saplings and brambles.
Work is soon due to take place in the Arboretum where
the North entrance is going to be planted with summer
and later flowering shrubs.

Ben Davidson, Langley Park Gardener

Monday 17th December. FOLP Hand Bell Ringers public performance of Christmas Carols at the Tea Room in Langley Park
commencing at 11.30 am
Thursday 20th December FOLP Hand Bell Ringers public performance of Christmas Carols at the Café in Black Park commencing at
11.30am.
(Both of the above are free events, but donations towards our work in Langley Park would be appreciated).

Tuesday 5th February - Social afternoon at the Volunteer Centre in Langley Park
Tuesday 5th March - Social afternoon at the Volunteer Centre in Langley Park
Because the first Tuesday in January is the 1st (New Years Day), the usual afternoon social many be cancelled or postponed.
Members will be contacted by email on the final decision on this one before Christmas.

Don’t forget, if you haven’t already done so, you can pick up your 2013 calendar from Langley Tea Room,
Black Park Café or the Visitor Centre in Black Park, for just £5.

Species
Waxwing

Behaviour
Winter migrants that come to the UK to take advantage of
our plentiful fruit and berries.

Location
Tree and bushes with
berries

Roe Deer

Deer are much easier to see in the winter when the
vegetation has died back, as they don’t blend in quite so
easily.

Top of the Avenue between
Kings Wood and Pavilion
Wood.

Tawny Owl

Tawny owls pair up in winter and the iconic "twit twoo" we
hear is actually a combination of calls from the courting male
and female.

Kings Wood and any old
oak trees.

Mistle
Thrush,
Song
Thrush,
Fieldfare,
Redwing

Redwing and Fieldfare are both types of thrushes, they
migrate from Iceland and Scandinavia. Redwing look similar
to a Song Thrush, but they have a red patch on their side and
a pale stripe above their eye. Fieldfare are similar to Mistle
Thrush as they are quite big, but have a grey head and rump
with a chestnut brown back and wing.

South of the lake on the
farmland, and in holly trees
feeding on berries.

By Craig Buckley, Langley Park Gardener
TIGGY WINKLE HEDGEHOG
I found you in the dog bowl!
A rear leg caught over its rim
You couldn’t move to get in or out
You’re only the second one
I’ve seen here in twenty three years
Perhaps you do not like my garden.
It’s said that lots of gardens
Are just too tidy for hedgehogs,
So they don’t take up residence.
But I would so love you to
With your long snout and cute black nose
Small black eyes and quite long legs.
You’re a sweet little thing
But gardens humans like are not best
For hedgehogs; with their walls and fences.
Though I can offer you slugs:
Fat juicy ones for your supper,
Plus snails and woodlice in abundance.

I’ve got a good pile of logs,
A selection of fallen fruits:
I know you spend all night foraging.
There are lots of leaves here too,
A variety of insects
I so want it to appeal to you.
You need at least twelve gardens
At your disposal I think
It must be the fault of my neighbours
I tip the dish to one side.
You run off quickly to escape.
Oh! Will you stay? I want you to!
by Merle Fletcher

Have you ever wondered how our wildlife copes through the cold winter months?
Starlings and other birds will often roost close to heat sources, whilst the smaller birds
have been known to share birdboxes - 61 wrens have been recorded in one nestbox!
Many birds and mammals have a system of cooling the blood flowing to their extremities
to reduce heat loss – this is why ducks can stand for hours on ice-covered ponds.
Mammals develop a thick winter coat, its effectiveness as an insulator increases with the
length of the fur, which serves to hold a layer of inert air close to the skin. When resting,
a fox curls its tail over its nose and forefeet, where the fur is shortest. Small mammals
like voles cannot grow long winter coats, so they spend more time underground, the
snow provides an insulating blanket.
Wind accelerates heat loss, so most birds and mammals seek shelter during windy
conditions. Foxes and other carnivores are nervous in the wind, since they cannot rely on
their hearing. This means they are reluctant to move away from cover, particularly in
strong wind.
When it comes to food, small mammals and birds have high energy demands that
increase in winter to help keep them warm. On a cold night, small birds can lose up to 10
per cent of their bodyweight trying to keep warm. Since small birds and mammals
cannot reduce their food intake, a prolonged spell of bad weather can lead to high levels
of mortality. Putting food out for them on your bird tables or your bird feeders helps
enormously. Small rodents store seeds and nuts to keep them going through winter.
Yellow-necked mice often store food in houses.
Species that forage on earthworms and invertebrates have the greatest problems during
cold winters – badgers eat little or no food for about six weeks after Christmas and live
off their fat reserves.
So spare a thought for our wildlife this winter.
Maureen Stevens

