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Well, John Watson, has been very busy since stepping down from the Committee and the
Chairman’s position, but judging from the booklet he has written, titled “Langley Park - A
Brief History”, he has certainly not let the grass grow under his feet. I hope that many of
you now own a copy of this because it is very good reading. If you don’t yet have a copy it
can be purchased at Langley Park Tea Room or from Black Park offices.
We are still looking for someone to take over the role of Chairman, but in the meantime the
committee are persevering and taking it in turns to chair meetings. We have been pretty
busy though, having purchased 1,000 English Bluebells, which the conservation volunteers
have planted. We purchased them “in the green”. This is when they are starting to grow
and is a method of planting which seems to get more success, than if planting them as dry bulbs in the autumn. Take a wander down to
the far end of the Temple Gardens, they are coming up well on either side of the pathway heading out towards the A412. They may in
their first year be shy to flower, but we are hopeful and should they do well, we may purchase some more.
Another project we have just undertaking is some wildflower sowing down in Verney’s Walk. This is a little bit of a trial, but a number of
areas have been raked and scarified and the seed of “native” wildflower species that are suited to the conditions and which are attractive
to bees, butterflies and a host of other insects, have been sown. I won’t say which species, you will just have to wait and see.
We have also purchased and put up a “Sightings” chalk board by the café, where anyone who has seen any interesting wildlife of can
write it down for others to see. After a period of time, one of the rangers takes a photograph of the filled board and then wipes it clear,
but they keep a record of everything that has been seen.
The daffodils that we planted in the autumn are looking splendid and should go from strength to strength, adding to the beautiful
display that the 33,000 we planted 3 years ago already give us. However, one or two people have been seen picking them, which isn’t
good since they have been planted for everyone to enjoy seeing. Seeing one person with a handful of daffodil could set a precedence
for others to do the same, and if everyone started picking them there would soon be none left for others to enjoy. Not only that, the
sap can cause skin irritations so it is wise not to pick them. In fact it is always wise not to pick anything in the park, especially if you
don’t know anything about them.
I know I have said it before, but it is your membership fees and occasional donations that are paying for these
projects and we really would not be able to do it without your continued support. We have around 140
members, which is great and I for one am proud to be part of this group. We do sometimes need more
helpers for events, so if you feel that you could spare time to come and help out, or should you think of
anything else we could be doing, then please let us know.
I absolutely love our Park and enjoy hearing the good comments from visitors whenever I am doing
conservation work, it is most heartening. Anyway enough of my ramblings, just get yourselves out there in the park and enjoy it.
Maureen Stevens., Newsletter Editor

The Langley Park Volunteer Centre cum function room, you know, that little hut
at the top of the open space, has now been re-named.
A selection of names were put forward by members of the Friends of Langley
Park, the Country Park staff members and various other people, who were
asked to put their ideas forward to give the volunteer centre an “official name”.
After much deliberation to choose a suitable name, from a selection of interestingly strange names,
including Fowlers Folly, FLOPsy’s Den and Ice Station Zebra, the selected panel of Country Park staff
decided to go for the name Meadow Lodge - much better than the Volunteer Centre don’t you think.

We would like to welcome the following new members to the Friends of Langley Park: Alejandro
Dussaillant Jones, Chiara de Cesare Dussaillant, Pracxie Ndebele, Barry Wall, Chris Lloyd & John Gill.
Thank you for your support and we hope you take full advantage of your membership.

"The beautiful Spring came;
and when Nature resumes
her loveliness, the human
soul is apt to revive also."
by Harriet Ann Jacobs (1813
- 1897)

In my last article I said that the unsupervised Gardeners Scheme we run had not been well
supported, but I am now pleased to report that I have been proved wrong! In January the inducted
gardeners worked for a total of 95 hours and 11 different volunteers contributed to this total. Our
previous best for the month was 72 hours. That would have been remarkable for any month, but
for January especially, taking into account the bad weather we had to endure this year.
The Saturday Volunteering sessions have also been very well supported. In January 18 people
turned up to help plant the Bluebell bulbs as well as continuing to clear the Rhododendron
ponticum at the far end of the Temple Gardens, that’s the most for about 6 months. The bluebells
are now starting to show. If you aim for the entrance to the Slough Road (A412) you will find them.
We estimate that between the Saturday Gardeners and the Inducted Gardeners we have worked in
the region of 200 hours in January, mostly in the Temple
Gardens area, which is now looking smart and tidy. I know
that Park Manager, Tim Williams, is very appreciative of the
efforts we have put in.
The daffodil bulbs that we planted on the inside of the
Arboretum railings are in flower, a lovely band of yellow. We
did not have quite enough to complete the job, but I am sure Maureen ”let’s plant some more
bulbs” Stevens will put that on the agenda.
Carol goes Ape at Langley!

The Camelias and Mahonias in the Arboretum are also coming into flower and the 2 lovely white
Magnolias facing south won’t be long.
I have planted more snowdrops in the grass area of the Park Stile Garden.
We had a visit from the local Press when we planted the Bluebells, which resulted in a full page
spread in the Slough Express and at the end of February we had another reporter, with
photographer, from the Bucks Advertiser. They spoke to a number of us about our volunteering
activities, so a feature should appear in that publication shortly.
Going by all the buds on the Rhododendrons in the Temple Gardens we are in for a bumper year.
Already the Solitaires are flowering.

Hold on I’m Carmen to the rescue! I hope you enjoy your visits to the Park.

Jim Gore

Wild Cherry Blossom

Put the date in your diary for this years increasingly popular
Dog Show.
We have two new judges for this year. Elayne
Brown (Tepotis) who breeds Wire Haired
Dachshunds, will be judging the Pedigree
Classes and for the Novelty classes, Clare
Matthews from Battersea Dogs Home at
Windsor will be doing the honours.
Our chosen charity for this year is the Thames
Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance.
Margaret Ashmore
Dog Show Organiser

"If we had no winter,
the spring would not be so pleasant;
if we did not sometimes taste of
adversity,
prosperity would not be so
welcome."
Anne Bradstreet (1612 - 1672)

We are very pleased to announce
that the discount for Go Ape at Black
Park to members of Friends of
Langley Park has this year been
increased to 15%. This also applies
to Segways and Forest Bike Hire.
The offer is valid Sundays to Fridays. Book at the cabin, by
phone on 0845 094 9752, or online at http://goape.co.uk/
days-out/black-park-country-park, using the code BP12LP.
Membership cards must be shown on arrival at the cabin
for this discount to apply. Opening times vary throughout
the year. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with
any other offer. Please Note: this is not valid for “Tree Top
Junior”. This offer is subject to availability.

You know what it’s all about, you been there, done that/worn the ‘T’ shirt to prove it. Yes! A senior moment, don’t we love them?
I had one such moment towards the end of 2013, forgot to send my article to the editor of our newsletter and missed the cut off date.
So I will write briefly updating those few months.
In October naming the volunteer centre was discussed while relaxing over a cup of tea and slice of Madeira cake.
It was then that ‘MEADOW LODGE,’ the name for the volunteer centre, was born. Thank you, Heather Turney, for
the lovely cakes. November, by popular request, Phil and Kay Wathen were asked to run another workshop on
candle making, then December was upon us again and John Watson organised Christmas Wreath making. Ann
McCullough and Jill Watson made the Mulled Wine and it went down a treat. Barbara Connolly won the Raffle of
Christmas goodies.
2014 was soon upon us and January saw us once again gathered in Meadow Lodge. A quiet and reflective
afternoon, speaking of passed activities, and the new to follow. The fun, laughter and friendship shared over the
years since we first started, is infectious. Why don’t you join us and find out?
This brings us to February another sunny but chilly afternoon. There was a delay for a cup of tea as the generator needed fuel. So,
while I was trying to contact a Park Ranger on my mobile, Ann McCullough was on her hands and knees lighting the wood burner in
Meadow Lodge, Glenys Jones was fetching hot water from the Café! Never a dull moment! After a rocky start, we settled down
refreshed and warm, and listened to John Watson speaking on ‘How the Sun, Moon, and Stars gave us the Days, Months and
Calendar. John, with his since of humour flowing through his talk, sent his audience in peals of laughter.
Eugenie Pattison

Butterflies in the Park
I had a lovely email sent to me via
the Country Parks, from Wendy
Wilson, a very knowledgeable lady
who some of you may remember
leads the Langley Park Butterfly
walks. She had been in the Park
on the morning of March 1st and
had bumped into Jim and Brian,
two of our volunteers who had
gone off to do a spot of work in the arboretum, away from the main
team.
She showed them both some photos, one of a Small Tortoiseshell
butterfly seen that day flitting around. Luckily it settled on some
dead leaves to bask in the sunshine, long enough for Wendy to get
a photo or two.
This species hibernate as adults, but the will
occasionally appear on sunny days as early as this. It is also a
species that has declined quite dramatically, whilst the large
Tortoishell is now extinct in the UK...lets hope that seeing them this
early is a good sign.
Wendy also showed some photos that she had taken of three Purple
Hairstreak Butterfly eggs she had found on an oak twig in Langley
Park. This is a butterfly that is often difficult to see, due to its habit
of flying high up in the oak tree canopies, where it feeds on
honeydue, you would be lucky to see one down low.
Wendy had
been lucky to find 12 eggs on oak trees in different places this time.
But of particular interest was these three together on one twig,
which is quite rare as their eggs are usually laid singly.
If you get a chance this year, do go on her walk. I can’t guarantee
that you will see anything, they are
very weather dependent, but there
is a good chance, wildlife being
wildlife, never expect to see
anything and be surprised if you
do. I can guarantee that you will
learn something new on the walk.
Maureen Stevens

AGM
8th May
7-9pm
@ San Remo Café
Black Park (same as last year)
Buffet and a talk
A flyer with full details will be sent to you very
shortly, but please put the date in your diary.

After a really enjoyable lead up to Christmas 2013, the handbell ringers rang carols at the
Berkshire Blind Society (Slough Branch),Christmas Lunch. Great fun was had by all and they
proved to be the best singers of the season!
We followed this with performances in Langley Park and Black Park where we collected the
magnificent sum of £113, which was split equally between FOLP and Simply Walk.
Many members of the band asked for the practices to be continued throughout the year
so, having sources some music that is not
Christmassy, we started our monthly
meetings on Tuesday 18th February. We
are now going to be meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in Meadow Lodge from
2pm till 4pm. Anyone who is interested in coming along are very welcome to join us and
have a go!
Meeting dates will be March 18th, April 15th, May 20th, June 17th, July 15th, August 19th,
September 16th and October 21st and then weekly as we lead up to Christmas.
Kate Cox

Sunday 20th April
time to be confirmed
This is a chance for children to make their own hats and bring them
along to Langley Park for judging. We would like children to parade in
front of a panel of judges.
There will be prizes for first and second places in two categories for
under 8 year olds and for over 8 year olds.
Posters for this will be going up on the notice boards shortly so
keep an eye on the notice boards.

Country Parks News
On Friday 13th December, Andrew Fowler,
Country Parks Business Manager, celebrated
20 years with Buck Country Parks.
Andrew joined way back in 1993 when tight
shorts and Freddy Mercury style moustaches
were in fashion. He has thankfully shaved of the moustache but has still
kept his original pair of tight shorts! Asked if he has enjoyed his time
with the parks he said 'you would do less time if you murdered
somebody!'
Jokes a side, Andrew has seen a lot of changes in the parks and has
been fundamental in turning what was a very shaky start in the world of
self-financing, into a successful and sustainable business model that has
seen the parks flourish, with record visitor numbers and record levels of
investment. His anniversary was celebrated by the team with a surprise
lunchtime party in Lakeside Lodge, Black Park.

Wednesday 30th July
at Langley Park, 12-4pm
Like the “mini garden” competitions seen at horticultural
shows, where children take along their miniature garden
created in a seed tray to be judged, but for this one we want
to see children can create a mini piece of Langley Park in a
seed tray. They might take inspiration from the Arboretum,
or the Temple Gardens for instance.
Further details will be sent out in due course, but will be
asking for entrants to bring their creations to our stand at
the “Fun in the Park” event being held by the Country Parks
team. We will dsplay all the entries and get one of the
Country Parks Team to be the judge.
There will be two categories, one for up to 8 year olds and
one for over 8 year olds, with first and second prizes.

The Enkindled Spring
By D. H. (David Herbert) Lawrence 1885–1930
This spring as it comes bursts up in bonfires green,
Wild puffing of emerald trees, and flame-filled bushes,
Thorn-blossom lifting in wreaths of smoke between
Where the wood fumes up and the watery, flickering rushes.
I am amazed at this spring, this conflagration
Of green fires lit on the soil of the earth, this blaze
Of growing, and sparks that puff in wild gyration,
Faces of people streaming across my gaze.
And I, what fountain of fire am I among
This leaping combustion of spring? My spirit is tossed
About like a shadow buffeted in the throng
Of flames, a shadow that's gone astray, and is lost.

