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On Thursday 8th March we held our 10th AGM at the San Remo café in Black Park - yes we really have
been going that long, quite an achievement I think. A huge thank you goes to Pino and Louise for
arranging the catering and letting us use this lovely location. The evening was good a good one, with
41 members in attendance, although we would have loved to have seen more of you, particularly since
the talk at the end was highly interesting.
Without a chairman Andy Stevens, one of our founder members, officiated and welcomed everyone to
the meeting. He explained that the evening was an opportunity for us to present our achievements over the last year. Our membership
numbers remains at around 143, and although one or two members haven’t renewed for whatever reason, we have gained new ones.
Visitor numbers to the park are increasing and we always endeavour to promote it wherever we can, often talking to passers by when we
are doing our conservation for one thing. The Tuesday socials held from 2pm to 4pm continue to be popular with many regulars and
now Meadow View is also being used each month by our Hand Bell Ringing Team for practicing.
The Dog Show, in it’s fifth year this year, has proved to be a very well attended show, thanks to Margaret for doing such a great job with
the organising, and the latest calendar has been the best one yet in terms of sales and photos are already starting to come in for the
next one.
Andy reminded everyone that we are still looking for a chairman and there is also an opening for two new committee members as our
membership secretary, Sally Boserup is stepping down due to other commitments and our helper Eugenie Pattison is moving to pastures
new...both will be missed. If you are interested in joining the committee, our meetings are held on the second Thursday in the month at
Lakeside Room, next to the Black Park office.
Rhys, our Treasurer, reported on our accounts for the last year which have been audited and signed off. After running through the
figures he concluded that, in the last financial year we saw a small loss due mainly to the expenditure for Plants and Shrubs but I am sure
you will agree with that the money has been well spent enhancing the park. We still have money in the bank, you will be pleased to
hear.
Jim Gore, our Parks Liaison Officer reported on where our money has been spent, which was for Daffodil bulbs that were planted around
the remainder of the fence line to the Arboretum, Bluebells in the Temple Gardens, a small amount of wildflower seeds that were sown
down the far end of Verneys Walk to which Maureen Stevens is looking to do some more in the Autumn, if permission is granted by the
Country Parks Team, and shrubs for the Park Style Garden, to replace some that didn’t survive the
bad winter in 2012. We also purchased a new magnolia for John Watson’s - a leaving present as
he stepped down from the Chairman’s position and from the committee, which was planted in the
Arboretum and we purchased some well needed tools. Jim went on to say that our Tuesday
gardeners have completed an average of 63 hours per month, equating to 750 hours over the year,
whilst for the Saturday sessions the average attendance has been 17 with the hours completed
over the year being 1250. These sessions are good social
occasions and Margaret always supplies the cakes for tea break.
We also had two articles printed in the local press about our
conservation volunteers.
The sightings board, which has been placed on the wall of the tea room and is being well used. All
sighting are recorded and logged in the sightings book, held in the Visitors Centre in Black park
offices for anybody who wishes to look at it.
After Jim’s report we carried out the election of committee members. No one came forward to stand
for Chairman or for any of the other committee positions and therefore the current members were all
re-elected for another year.
Following the formal part of the AGM we had a guest speaker, which Merle has written about - see next page.
Maureen Stevens, Newsletter Editor

We would like to welcome the following new members to the Friends of Langley Park: Jane Cox,
Mrs M Seymour, June Nicholls, Patricia Say, Victoria Donnelly & Suman Goel and Tony
Keywood . Thank you for your support and we hope you take full advantage of your membership.

Reptiles and amphibians was the topic for our guest speaker, Mr. P. Merrin, at our AGM. Thankfully the subject did not appear to deter
any members as they all stayed to listen.

There was a variety of live animals to look at and touch beginning with a newt, followed by various exhibits including a frog, turtle, gecko,
water dragon, skink and snake.
Whilst there isn’t room here to write about them all, one of my favourites had to be the CHINESE
WATER DRAGON. Males can reach lengths of up to three feet and females are smaller.
However, almost 70 per cent of the length is tail, which is flattened, banded brown and green
and ends in a fine point. The tail is used for balance and also to whip potential predators!
Bright dark green in colour, the male has more vivid colouring than the female and an area under
the throat which is generally orange to yellow in colour. His front legs are more slender than the
back legs and are used to climb and grasp branches. Back legs are used to climb and swim, also
to jump and leap from one object to another. The teeth of water dragons are small and pointed,
tongues have a sticky surface that helps them catch and hold their prey.
Water dragons take refuge in the water and can remain submerged for up to 25 minutes! They are generally
found around permanent standing water, on the banks of rivers in rainforests and swamps within Thailand,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Burma and Southern China.
The water dragon we saw was quite small and young, but very attractive, showing none of the aggressive
behaviour they can express towards each other by ‘arm’ waving, puffing up of the throat, head bobbing and
sometimes chasing!
The SKINK, another reptile introduced to us, is almost two foot in length when fully grown and is the largest of
the blue tongued lizards. Though they are a dull brown or beige they are attractively banded and their tongues
(as the name suggests) is a bright, cobalt blue. Their legs are small and weak but this does not deter them from
moving across the ground very quickly. Skinks are omnivores, so eat many types of foods, such as insects,
snails, carrion, wildflowers and native fruits and berries. Found in forests and grasslands of Eastern Australia, the
young develop in membranes inside the mother and are born live, up to 15 baby skinks at a time.
The little GECKO was very pretty I thought and the family Gekkonidae includes the smallest of all the reptiles. The tongue is long and can
be protruded. They are the only reptiles which have a true voice and can produce quite loud sounds, though I must say the one we saw
remained silent for the whole performance! Most species of gecko have small transverse folds of skin on the under sides of the toes
which can be pressed against a rock or other object and work as adhesive pads. Hence geckos can run up perpendicular walls and on
the ceiling. Nearly all lay eggs and always only two spherical white eggs with tough shells.
The BOX TURTLE was small but most striking. These live in open woodlands, pastures and marshy meadows, often found near streams
and ponds and can live to over 100 years old. They have a hinged shell which allows them to retract almost completely into their
armoured box to hide from danger. As is often the case, males are slightly larger and have thicker and longer tails, the claws on their
hind legs being short, thick and curved. In the female the rear claws are longer, straighter and more slender. Males have red irises and
females have yellowish-brown irises! Box turtles are not nocturnal. They are diurnal though in the heat of the summer they restrict their
activity to mornings and after rain. When it gets too hot, they hide under decaying logs and leaves, crawl into mammal burrows, or into
mud. When it is REALLY hot, they go into shady pools and puddles to cool off. In the spring and fall, they may be out foraging during all
daylight hours and they sometimes bask in the sun to get warm. They scoop out a small indentation in which to spend the night. There
are six sub species of box turtle. Four can be found in the United States and two in Mexico. In the Northern regions, box turtles go into
hibernation in October or November, but farther south they remain active later in the year. They burrow two feet deep into loose earth,
mud, stream bottoms, old stump holes or mammal burrows. They often return to the same place to hibernate in successive years and
often there will be more than one turtle hibernating together. Box turtles are also omnivores, eating a variety of snails, insects, berries,
fungi, roots, flowers, fish, frogs, salamanders, snakes, birds and eggs. They have also been observed eating carrion, feeding on dead
ducks, amphibians and even a dead cow! Young are primarily carnivorous while they grow during their first five to six years, often
hunting in ponds and streams because the type of food they prefer is easier to catch there. Mating season begins in the spring and
continues through to October. A female may lay fertile eggs for up to four years after one successful mating. Eggs are laid in a cavity
dug in sandy or loamy soil, using the hind legs. The eggs are then carefully covered over and three to eight eggs are generally laid.
Incubation normally lasts three months.
The last exhibit of our most engaging evening was an EVERGLADES YELLOW RATSNAKE.
Only one person was observed leaving the building in a hurry! The ratsnake is often called
the orange ratsnake beause of its colouring. An adult ratsnake can range in colour from
yellow to red to black with grey longitudinal stripes and has orange eyes. They often reach
lengths of five feet and I’m sure the one at the AGM was about this length. The ratsnake is a
skilled swimmer and is able to climb trees. They feed on rodents and birds in the wild.
Found in Southern Florida in grasslands and wetland, the females generally lay clutches of
between 6 and 30 eggs between May and July. About two months after the eggs are laid,
hatchlings emerge.
All in all, it was a most successful evening and the feedback most positive. I certainly didn’t hear any negative comments. Last year was
birds of prey, this year reptiles and amphibians. I wonder what next years AGM will bring?
Merle Fletcher

Weatherwise for the Tuesday social gatherings, March, April and May have been sunny and, surprisingly warm. March was a swopping
afternoon where members brought something along to swop for something else. When this was suggested the ideas that flowed
around for things that one could swop, has to be left to one’s imagination-----------------!
Gina Martin was our speaker for April, she talked of her career as a Sculptress and her use of organic materials, such as trees, ferns and
living matter in her work. A power point presentation of her sculptures gave us an insight into her work and there were also samples on
display for us to see. Gina also brought her work bench and tools to show us how they are used and what for, then we were invited to
go outside, where the work bench had been put up for us to ‘have a go’. We queued ready to carve deep and shallow grooves in the
soft wood clamped to the work bench. Sweat flowed, but, not a drop of blood was to be seen, anywhere. An enjoyable afternoon had
by all.
May was a reflective afternoon. We gathered around a table outside Meadow Lodge taking in the lovely view, and what better way to
enjoy a cup of tea and biscuits?
In June, Tom Way, a professional wildlife photographer, from Iver, came to talk to us. Tom travels the
world capturing images of wildlife. It may take weeks and hundreds of photos before he is satisfied
with what he has got, and the length he is prepared to take to get these, are not for the faint
hearted! On one ocasion he wanted to get a close up of a baby chick, at eye level in a pond,
wellington boots were not sufficient as the water came in over the top so he tried waders that went up
to his armpits. He stepped into the pond, his camera aimed at the chick and slowly waded through
the water. At this point the waders were keeping Tom dry, until he gradually moved towards the chick.
You know where this is leading don’t you? You are right! As he moved and leaned towards the chick
the water slowly but surely crept over the front of his waders!!!!! Tom was unwell for a while after this,
but, he got his photo, and it was displayed amongst others cards he had brought with him for us to
see and purchase. They were stunning! His love for his camera and of nature flowed through him and
his presentation. A really lovely afternoon.
This is my last piece for the newsletter, as I am moving to pastures new, Cromer. I have enjoyed the
social afternoons very much, even more the’ Cup of tea and Biscuit’ shared with Friends of Langley
Park.
One of Tom’s stunning photographs
Eugenie Pattison

Well here we are again with the dog show just a couple of weeks away.
The posters are printed and ready to put up, the schedules are ready and I
have all the prizes ready and waiting. Victoria from the Country Parks team
has been a great help with the printing and copying and also with the
planning for the stalls. We have been very lucky to have lots of doggy related things donated. The
trophies have arrived and look great.
I would like to give a special thank you to Ocean Trailers for their generous donation.
The ground is in good condition and Steve Heywood has been cutting the grass for us so that it will
be good to show the dogs on. Let’s hope the weather is as kind to us as it has been over previous
years.
In addition to the various stalls, San Remo Catering will also be there with burgers and bacon rolls
and also ice creams.
Of course the Dog Show would not happen without the help and hard work of the Country Park staff
who help with setting up the gazebos, carrying tables and chairs and the assistance of the Saturday
Conservation Group and Friends of Langley Park members who assist with various tasks including
litter picking, stewarding and car parking, so a very big “Thank You” goes to them in advance.
All in all it should be another good show so please do come along and enjoy.
Margaret Ashmore, Dog Show Organiser

Reg clearing brambles

A membrane was laid down before
spreading the woodchip.

Our Conservation work, through the Saturday sessions and the week day Inducted Gardeners have
contributed in excess of 400 hours since the last newsletter, covering various tasks. The ditch line at
the southern end of the Arboretum has been cleared, removing brambles and trimming the laurel at
the far end, to reveal the fence line and we have weeded and spread wood chip on both sides of the
east gate across the shrub beds. One or two of the shrubs planted last year have not faired very well
and we looking at replacing these with something else in the autumn, which is the best time to plant.
In the Temple Gardens we have cleared more rhododendron ponticum (you know, the invasive one) at
the far end -you can now see more into the woodland. We have cleared laurel, sycamore and weeds
and have also mulched around the rhododendron beds with woodchip and pruned the Mahonia.
Leaves and maintenance has been carried out in the Stile Gate gardens.
Out Saturday sessions can range from half a dozen regulars to 22 and we have been helped more
recently by some younger lads doing their Duke of Edinburgh awards, we hope they will keep coming
back and are enjoying the experience - it can be a bit challenging working with the older generation
you know..
I will get that darned bramble!

Well-earned ice creams

Ranger Matt gets a cuddle..

There are still seats available for our trip to the Cotswold
Wildlife Park on Saturday 27st September 2014.
You should have received details about this trip either by email or post.
This is a fabulous Wildlife Park with a whole host of wildlife to see in a beautiful
setting. You can explore on foot or take a little train ride and there is a Licensed
Café or picnic areas for you to relax at.
There is also the opportunity of stopping off at the nearby Cotswold Woollen
Weavers and exploring the history of the wool industry or browsing the shops for
all things woollen and many quirky items and not least visit the tearoom for
afternoon tea.
Returning to Black Park about 5.30 pm there is the option of continuing in own
transport to The Black Horse, 95 Slough Road, Iver Heath, where we can have a
meal together from the extensive menu available.
The cost of the coach and admission to Cotswold Wildlife Park is £25.00 per
person and if you want to stay for meal at the Black Horse in Iver Heath when we
return to Black Park afterwards, £5.00 pp deposit is required.
If you wish to join us on this trip, please send a cheque for the full amount by 15th
August 2014 to Sally Boserup, Friends of Langley Park, c/o Black Park Offices,
Black Park Road, Wexham, Bucks, SL3 6DS.

