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Firstly, for those of you who didn’t receive their Winter newsletter in the post, please accept our apologies.
This was due to address labels coming off the envelopes, and the envelopes that had lost their address labels
were returned to The Country Park’s office and we had no way of knowing who they were intended for. A
small batch of unused labels were found to be less sticky and we have now purchased some new ones.
Spring, my favourite time of year when life emerges. After a seemingly long period of everything looking
dead, all of very pretty wild flowers start appearing and there is colour. Woodlands are carpeted with a
profusion of flowers before the trees come into leaf and block out much of the sunlight that. Birds are singing
glorious songs to attract a partner and overwintering butterflies can be seen dancing on air on those warmer
sunny Spring days. What could be more beautiful.
Langley Park is always worth a visit or two at this time of year, just take time to look around you and listen to the wonders of Spring. The more
often you visit, the more changes you see.
You will soon be receiving a letter inviting you to our AGM on May 14th. It will be held in the Café at Black Park again and we will be having a
talk on Bees by a local Bee Keeper which ought to prove very interesting. Without pollinating insects where would we be. Certainly, unless they
are hand pollinated, which takes an awful lot of time, fruit trees, potatoes and any crops that flower plants will be lost. We would have no honey
either. So bees, as well as butterflies and any insect that pollinates, are very beneficial to all of us. The AGM is a good opportunity to chat or ask
questions of your Committee members as well as with other members of The Friends group over a few nibbles and a glass of wine.
Sitting in the middle of daffodils flowering in the arboretum the other day, taking photographs as I often do, two ladies walked past and stopped
to ask some questions about the park and were full of praise of it and the work everyone does to keep it looking nice. Not the only instance, I
often get people wanting to know what I am doing and they always comment on the lovely park. It is very encouraging to hear such positive
comments and I for one feel very proud to be a part of the team that helps to look after it.
Maureen Stevens, Editor

Alan Barrett - 1942 - 2014
Alan, a Friend of Langley Park for 8 years, was a regular and
hardworking member of our volunteering group. He was always
accompanied by a dog - his beloved Charlie for most of the time
and later by Molly when Charlie had passed away.
Alan continued to attend the volunteering sessions even when he
was unwell and did what he could, including the most important
job of tea making.
The Friends of Langley Park and the Country Parks Team were
well represented at Alan’s funeral and we were to learn some
interesting facts about his life.
He took part in stock car racing, and he also had a remarkable resemblance to Crocodile Dundee,
which he liked to exploit by wearing the right clothes and iconic hat with the corks around it.
Alan was very generous with his time too. As well as
supporting us, he worked as a volunteer in the Iver
Library and for the Stepping Stones charity shop in
Richings Park.
His last job was an AA patrol man and when he left he
volunteered for the AA charity and took groups of
under privileged children for trips to the seaside. Alan
and his charity work will be sorely missed by many.
RIP Alan.

Jim Gore

We would like to welcome Derek Taylor, Annette Spinks and John & Jenny Brice to the Friends
of Langley Park and to say thank you for your support. We hope you will take full advantage of
your membership.

As some of you are aware we have a small team of volunteer gardeners (not to be confused with
the Saturday conservation volunteers), who give up their free time to volunteer in the park. They
are unsupervised working on a variety of tasks from weeding the Temple Gardens to painting
fences. We are very grateful for all the work done by this band of merry workers and the park
wouldn’t be looking quite so good without them.
We are now looking at increasing the number of volunteer gardeners to help Langley Park look
even better than it already does. So to help with this and also to thank our current volunteers, we
have added some incentives!







Complimentary tea or coffee from Langley Park San Remo café (minimum of 2 hours work
expected).
Complimentary annual car parking pass for 160 hours worked in a year
First 50 hours worked, you receive a Langley Park volunteer gardener polo shirt
First 100 hours worked, you receive a good quality pair of Gloves
First 200 hours worked, you receive some secateurs

In the future site visits and training opportunities may be offered to regular contributors.
This will all be up and running by April.
So if you are interested in becoming a volunteer gardener, or know somebody that is, please email
myself at cbuckley@buckscc.gov.uk. Once an email enquiry is received, you will be contacted to
arrange an induction. This will teach you everything you need to know about being a volunteer
gardener.
Craig Buckley, Park Ranger - Country Parks Team

You may have noticed that this year our daffodils have not been
performing as well as in previous years. We suspected this was
due to what’s called “Daffodil Blindness”, which is often due to the
leaves being cut back too early.
We are not the only ones, Savill Gardens, Wisley and a recent visit
to Ditton Manor (near Datchet) with a chat to one of their
gardeners revealed that they too have a lot of non-flowering
daffodils. Having chatted to Craig from the Country Parks Team, I
am reliably informed that they were cut back at least 6 weeks after flowering had finished last year, so this
may not be the cause and having surfed the internet it looks as though it could just be down to the
weather. My suspicions have pretty much been confirmed from reading a number of articles on the internet, saying that commercial daffodil
growers have also been having problems this year and that this is probably down to the weather.
A plant that grows from a bulb has a great mechanism of living through extended periods of unfavorable conditions. Bulbs are underground fleshy
organs that store food and moisture and use those resources to root and grow a new plant when conditions are favorable. Most bulbs do need a
seasonal cycling through some degree of cold to bloom well. Bulbs that come from tropical or subtropical areas bloom well when subjected to
milder winter temperatures of around 40 to 50 degrees. Other bulbs, such as tulips, most crocuses, daffodils and some hyacinths, come from coldwinter climates and need three to four months of temperatures near freezing in order to bloom.
An early warm spell or a very cold spring can sometimes be the cause of flower bulbs not blooming. Daffodils often sprout too early if the weather
turns warm for a few days. When winter cold returns this can stunt the bulbs and they may bloom sparsely or not at all.
There are a number of other reasons for Daffodil Blindness. A Dry situation - In a dry place, or drought conditions, daffodils may die down
prematurely. After flowering, growth should normally continue for several weeks during which period food reserves in the bulb are replenished
before the following season's flower buds are formed. If growth stops prematurely the bulb may, due to lack of food reserves, fail to form a flower
bud. Defoliation - where leaves are removed too soon after flowering. Knotting - Gardeners often tidy up clumps of daffodils after flowering by
drawing the leaves together into a knot. This is not recommended as it reduces their ability to function and may cause or increase the risk of
blindness. Nutrition - Good quality and newly purchased bulbs will normally flower well in their first year on
any kind of soil, but in poorer light soils performance may rapidly decline without some additional nutrition.
Planting depth - Shallow planting encourages bulbs to divide, producing lots of bulbs too small to flower.
Planting time - Bulb performance can rapidly decline if bulbs are planted later than mid-September.
Overcrowding - After a few years clumps of daffodils may become overcrowded leading to poor flowering.
Pests: Narcissus bulb fly and narcissus eelworm may damage bulbs leading to poor flowering. Diseases Diseases such as narcissus basal rot or daffodil viruses may cause bulbs to die or decline in vigour and
flowering.
We will be checking for any other causes and hopefully solve the problem, possibly giving them good feed and
hopefully, weather permitting, we will get a better display next year.
Maureen Stevens, Editor

This year our increasingly popular Dog Show will be held on Saturday 18th July.
Already we have some generous sponsors and several enquiries for stalls.
I have spotted a number of new puppies about in the park so hopefully they will
come along and swell the numbers.
We have been rather lucky with the weather in past
so let's hope it continues for us again this year, not too hot though.

years,

As usual I will be relying on the assistance of the Country Parks Team, Friends of
Langley Park Committee and various volunteers, without whom the show could
not happen.
We look forward to seeing many of you with or without a dog and if you are able
to give a helping hand then like to help out at this increasingly popular show
then please let us know.
Margaret Ashmore

Much of the conservation
work
since
our
last
newsletter, has been spent
down in the woods at the far
end of the Temple Gardens
clearing the rhododendron
ponticum, which of course is the invasive type.
Whilst this work was being undertaken, some of us engaged in
bulbs - 1000 more English bluebells either side of the pathway
that leads out the the A412, in addition to those we planted. You should now see them coming
up through the leaf litter.
This year we have also planted 1000 snowdrops (galanthus nivalis) in the Temple Gardens, on
either side of the steps where you can look out towards Windsor Castle.
Both the bluebells and snowdrops were planted “in the green” and they
should eventually spread out into beautiful carpets of colour as the
years go by. We intend to increase the flowering bulbs around the park,
with the Country Parks approval.
We would ask you to please try to stick to pathways as you never know
what might be coming up and not topick the flowers as some bulbs can
produce a sap that may cause a skin irritation and besides that they are
there for the enjoyment of all visitors to the park.

EASTER EGG HUNT—SUNDAY 5TH APRIL (3pm– 4pm)
LANGLEY PARK CAFÉ
Follow the trail through the Temple Gardens to see if you can find where
the Easter Bunny left his eggs. If you can find where he left them, he will
give you one to take home!
The event will be complimented by the Friends of Langley Park's Easter
Bonnet Competition. Bring your Easter Bonnet creation to be judged.
The best ones will win a prize.

If you haven’t already picked one up,
there are new full year Event leaflets in
all the parks.
Langley Park Tree Climbing Experience
Two highly skilled instructors from The Great
Big Tree Climbing Company will take you up
into the canopy of one of our fantastic trees
using ropes, knots and karabiners, whilst being
securely attached in a harness. Once at the
top of the tree you will gain an experience
which can’t be found on the ground.
There are various slots available from March to
August. 10:30am to 4:30pm. Booking is
through langleytreeclimbing.eventbrite.co.uk.
More information can be found on their
website - www.bigtreeclimbing.co.uk.
Cost is £18.50 each per hour slot (an additional
a £1.11 booking fee applies).
Age: 6 years and over.

THE ROE DEER
Britains’ smallest indigenous deer the Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus) is
one of only two native species of deer in Britain (the Red Deer being the
other one), and they are widespread throughout most of England
although rare in Wales It’s body length is up to 140cm, smaller than the
introduced Fallow, but larger than the Muntjac. Their red-brown coat
and buff rump in summer changes to grey-brown with a more white rump in the winter. The young are darker
with pale spots for the first two months.
Males have short antlers with at the most three points.
Active day and night they can often be seen browsing in woodland and woodland edges. The feed on trees,
shrubs, acorns, fungi and ferns, but they can also be spotted in cereal crop fields. A good time to see then here
is often dusk as the sun goes down and they start venturing out of the woodland edges. Sometimes they can
be seen in large gardens. They are generally solitary ,but may gather together in small groups during winter.
Roe deer are fiercely territorial and the males, or bucks, will aggressively defend their territory, especially
through the breeding season from mid-July through August, however some does have looser territories that
overlap more than one male’s territory.
The mating season, known as the Rut, occurs in July and August, with implantation delayed until December
(the only deer species to do this). A single litter of 1 to 3 fawns are born in May or June. They can sometimes
be found lying among bracken, bramble or grasses. They have not been abandoned but merely left,
camouflaged by their spotted coats and the doe will be close by and she will return to suckle them several
times a day. Please remember this when walking your dog in the park, this is the time when both doe and
fawn are most vulnerable where dogs are concerned. If a dog chases a doe, she could be leaving her young in
danger of being found by a dog, which could very easily kill, or the doe may not return to it and the fawn will
die. Many young fawns will not survive the cold of their first winter, but those that do may live up to ten years
in the wild. The young will stay with their mother for about 12 months.
Threats in the wild are few, as their natural predators, the wolf and the lynx, are now extinct in Britain. Young
fawns however may fall prey to foxes or eagles, but most casualties are from traffic or farm machinery and
humans and dogs. .

FLOWER GOD, GOD OF THE SPRING
By Robert Louis Stevenson (1850 - 1894)

BLUEBELL WALK
Join the Country Parks team on an aweinspiring walk through Rowley Woods to
admire the beautiful bluebells.
The walk lasts for around 1 hour and is
roughly 2 miles long. You should wear
suitable footwear as it may be very muddy.
The walk is unsuitable for wheelchairs or
pushchairs.
Due to the variation in flowering times for
bluebells the date will be confirmed nearer
the time. It will take place on a weekday
in late April/early May. Keep an eye on the
Country Parks website - events, from April.
Cost - £4.50 adults, £2.50 child, £2.50

Our Tuesday socials are starting again. The first
will be on the 5th of May. It will just be tea cakes
and a chat to catch up on everything our members
have been doing over the winter months. All
members are very welcome".

FLOWER god, god of the spring, beautiful,
bountiful,
Cold-dyed shield in the sky, lover of versicles,
Here I wander in April
Cold, grey-headed; and still to my
Heart, Spring comes with a bound, Spring the
deliverer,
Spring, song-leader in woods, chorally resonant;
Spring, flower-planter in meadows,
Child-conductor in willowy
Fields deep dotted with bloom, daisies and
crocuses:
Here that child from his heart drinks of eternity:
O child, happy are children!
She still smiles on their innocence,
She, dear mother in God, fostering violets,
Fills earth full of her scents, voices and violins:
Thus one cunning in music
Wakes old chords in the memory:
Thus fair earth in the Spring leads her
performances.

